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eternally—general declamation against wrong; | 
and when we find a case, it is to be put down as || 
an extraordinary emergency, and winked over. | 
That is the solemn truth about the matter. 

I shall not oppose this bill, and after the expla- 
nation that has been made by the Senator from 
Maine, I shall not oppose the amendment; but-l 
must say that I think it unfortunate, exceedingly 
unfortunate, and indicative of a gross want of that 
knowledge of public affairs which ought to exist 
in the heads of our Departments, and an evidence 
of such gross mismanagement as, I venture to say, 
the history of no civilized nation on the face of the 
earth ever exhibited since the beginning of time, 
that it should be necessary for them, in addition 
to the regular estimates they sent in at the com- 
mencement of the session, on the Ist of Decem- 
ber, now to come in and ask for an appropriation 
in one gross sum of $76,000,000, to supply these 
deficiencies. 

But, sir, ldo not want to be unjust to the pub- 
lic creditors; and, as I said before, after the ex- 
planation made by the chairman of the Committee | 
on Finance, I shall not vote against the amend- 
ment; buf I shall not take back, unless I am more 
satisfied than | am now, one word that I have said 
in condemnation of this measure. I think, upon 
the whole—I will notsaywhat | think; I was going 
to say I thought it disgraceful; but | will not say 
it. (Laughter.] 

A friend of mine, since I have been up, has put 
in my hand an advertisement which explains what 
is going on, and explains what the head of this De- 
partment cannot explain, the necessity for these 
appropriations. I will read it. It is,an adver- 
tisment from the New York Herald: 

** A good looking, affable young man, who has just com- 
pleted a large and profitable Government contract, is de- 
sirous of forming the acquaintance of a young lady who is 
willing to share the proceeds and his lot.’’ [Laughter.] 


egg 


That, sir, explains the necessity of these great | 
appropriations. 

Mr. HOWE. [regret more than anything that || 
has transpired since the commencement of hostili- 
ties, the desertion of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. I started the opposition to thisamendment, | 
and framed it for his especial latitude and longi- | 
tude. I thought if it addressed itself to the con- 
sideration of anybody in the Senate, it would ad- 
dress itself to him; and I was very glad when he 
stepped to my side and proposed to give me the 
light of his countenance to light me through this 
dark passage. 

Mr. CLARK. ‘* Darksome way.’’ 

Mr. HOWE. This darksome way. I thank 
my friend, the poet from New Hampshire. New 
Hampshire seems almost to monopolize the poetry 
of the session. 

However, as the matter now stands, I suppose I 
shall be compelled to vote against this amendment 
alone. It is a desperate position to be placed in; 
but I believe I had a little rather doit than to back 
out. | was not satisfied with this amendment, not 
exactly for the reasons stated by the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, that [ had 
discovered a discrepancy between the statement 
here and a statement from the author of the letter, 
contained in another letter addressed to myself. 
That is not the only reason, nor the main reason, 
why I am opposed to this amendment. I am on 
principle inclined to think it is dangerous to ap- 
propriate the large sum of $76,000,000 upon the 
call of any officer, no matter who he is, who tells 
you he does not know what he wants it for. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator isassuming 
what is not true in reference to it. He does tell 
what he wants it for distinctly. He does not give 
the estimates in dollars and cents, but he does tell 
you what he wants it for, and gives the reasons 
in full 

Mr. HOWE. I made the assumption with the 
document in my hand. I have read it; and I 
think, before I go any further, I will send it to 
the Secretary and have it read again to the Sen- | 
ate. 


_The VICE PRESIDENT. The communica- | 
tion will be read. I 


of 








eee TSE 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 
Wark DEPARTMENT, 
Wasnuinoton City, D. C., February 3, 1862 
Sir: Shortly after | entered upon the duties of the War 
Department, the Quartermaster General informed me that 
he had discovered that the estimates for appropriations re- 


| quired by his department would not be suflicient to meet 
|| the exigencies ot the Government. He and the heads of the 
} other bureaus were required to furnish estimates of what 


additional appropriations would be required for their re- 
spective branches of the service. I have the honor to sub 
mit herewith: 

1. An estimate by the Quartermaster General of addi 
tional appropriations required by him, amounting to the 
sum of $76,500,000. 

2. An estimate by the chief of ordnance of additional 
appropriations required by him, $10,458,500. 

Permit me to add that there is an urgent necessity for im- 
mediate provision for the quartermaster’s department. The 


| appropriations at his command are reduced to a very small 


sum, less than two hundred thousand dollars. The wants | 


of the forces in the field and the military expenditures on 
foot are very pressing. Attention is requested to the letters 
of the Quartermaster General and Paymaster General on 
this point. Measures have already been taken, and will be 
vigorously pursued, to retrench the expenditures by brigade 
and regimental quartermasters, and wherever else the ser- 
vice will admit of retrenchment. By vigilant inspection, 
and prompt punishment of abuses when detected, there is 


| reason to believe that extravagant waste will be checked, 


and a more economical administration of publie property 
promoted. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 
Hon. W. P. Fessenpven, 
Chairman Comittee on Finanee, United States Senate. 


QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WasHINnGTON City, January 29, 1862. 

Str: | begleave to call your attention to the fact, that the 
appropriations for the service of the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment are exhausted. 

The estimates presented to Congress at the last session 
were intended to provide tor the support, clothing, and 
movements of an Army of three hundred and nine thousand 
men. Congress authorized the President to accept the 


| services of five hundred thousand volunteers, and increased 


the regular Army to about fifty thousand men; but appro 
priated for the use of this depagiment, for the service of the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1862, only the sums estimated 
for the army of three hundred thousand men. 

Seven months of the year have passed; large and most 
costly expeditions by sea and land have been fitted out; an 
Army estimated by the Secretary of War at six hundred and 
sixty thousand nine hundred and seveuty-one men has been 
raised and put in the field. The appropriations are ex 
hausted, and the department is heavily in debt for transport 


of the service fail when used in estimating for this new 
state of things. 

There is in the depots at New York, Philadelphia, and in 
some of the western depots, a very large stock Of clothing 
and materials for clothing. Large quantities of tents and 
camp equipage are also on hand. The means for paying for 
them are exhausted. Of the principal materials for cloth 
ing or clothing made up, and of cainp and garrison equipage, 
I presume that about six month’s supply is now on hand. 

A very large stock of wagons and harness has been pur- 
chased, and great numbers of horses, a number of which 
have been furnished for purposes of transportation. ‘The 
destruction of these, however, is very great; and [ contin 
ually receive requisitions for more. Until lately, | have 
been able to fill these orders, though not without running 
heavily into debt. 

Now the army in Kentucky, that at Port Royal, and that 
in Missouri complain of delay for want of means of trans 
portation ; and certain western railroads have given notice 
that unless their bills are paid they must discharge theit 
hands, and stop carrying troops. Nearly all the available 
sea-going steamers of the country not purchased by the Navy 
have been bought or chartered for the various coast expe 
ditions, and I have not now the means of paying the par 
chase money of many, or the charter money of others. 

Much of the clothing purchased by inexperienced agents 
when the tactories of the country could not supply the de- 


| mand for Ariny goods, proves to be of inferior strength and 
|| durability. Some of this was unavoidable with the greatest 
|| care. Some frauds have been committed. This clothing 


ation and clothing, and finds itself unable to pay promptly 


for the supplies even of forage, indispensable to maintain 
its position in the face of the enemy. 

The prices of supplies are already rising; contractors, 
manufacturers, and dealers have strained their credit to the 
utmost, and should they break down we may be unable, at 
any price, to supply our cavalry, artillery, and baggage 
trains with forage. 


The teamsters and others employed on the trains, who | 


are nearly all hired laborers, may desert the service in 
which they can only be retained by regular pay, and the 


Army will be paralyzed at the moment when its greatest 


exertions are called for. 

On the 27th of November last I presented an estimate for 
deficiencies of appropriations, amounting to $28,715,586 77. 
(See page 197 of the annual estimates, as printed at this ses- 
sion of Congress.) 


These estimates were made up from the best data in pos- | 


session of this office, and upon a basis of an army of five 
hundred thousand volunteers and forty-five thousand regu- 
jars. Itis evident that they will not be sufficient for an 
army of six hundred and sixty-one thousand men. 


I have lately made an attempt to estimate the floating debt | 


| of this Department. By the reports called for by telegraph, 


I find evidence that it already exceeds this estimate of de- 
ficiencies. 


We have no experience of the cost and contingencies of | 
carrying On war On a great scale, and it is beyond any hu- 


man foresight to estimate it with accuracy. The Army is 
said to far exceed in number that intended to be raised. It 
was raised irregularly, upon the spur of extreme danger. It 
was impossible for the officers of this department, few in 
number and overburdened with duties, to provide all the 
supplies needed as rapidly as the Army grew. The State 


| authorities, the efforts of patriotic committees and citizens, 


all were by the force of circumstances cailed into play, and 


| the result has been an Army ot great size, well equipped in 


a marvelous short time, but at great cost. 

The bills of the States, of committees of citizens forsup 
plies procured by their exertions, the accounts of numer- 
ous quartermasters appointed from civil lite without ex- 
perience or knowledge, all come to this department for 
settlement, and the costof the equipment thus got together 
is much beyond that of the equipment of the regular Army 
which was manufactured at a single establishment by ex 
perienced workmen, under the superintendence of officers 


| grown old in the service. 


No expedition of any magnitude to operate by sea can be 
fitted out except at the cost of millions. The whole Army 
has been moved over the railroads of the country ; large 


soon Wears out, and in many cases the issues have been 
much in excess of the usual allowance. An army of raw 
soldiers in camp knows not how to take care of health or 
property. 

The estimate submitted from this department for the 
service of the year ending June 30, 1863, for an army ot 
five hundred and forty-five thousand men, amounts to 
$122,000,000. If it be increased in the ratio of the number 
of five hundred an‘ forty-five thousand to six hundred and 
sixty-one thousand, the latter being the strength of the 
Army actually in serviee, as estimated by the Secretary of 
War in his annual report, the appropriation needed for the 
service of the year ending June 30, 1863, if the war should 
unfortunately last so long, would amount to $148,000,000, 

From the experience of the past seven months, [am con 
vineed that the cost of the first year of the war will not be 


| less than that of the second. The Army has been created, 


organized, and equipped so rapidly that the increase of coat 
over the usual supplies will fully make up for the fact that 
during the first months of the fiscal year it had not renched 
its full strength. ‘The greater part of the Army has been 


| transported from long distances. The great expeditions by 








sea have been fitted out, and are only supplied at great ex 
pense. I think, therefore, that the estimate for deficiencies 
should be so increased as to make the total appropriation 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1862, equai to those 
needed for the year ending June 30, 1863, the second year 


| of the war. 


The appropriations heretofore made for the service of the 
quartermaster’s department, for the year ending 30th June, 
1862, amount to $71,464,134 56. (See page 68, of annual 
estimates, as printed at this session of Congress.) 

To increase them to the estimates of next year, would 


| require, therefore, a further appropriation for deficiencies 
| in appropriations for transportation, for clothing, and for 


other supplies and services of the quartefmaster’s depart 
ment, during the year ending 30th June, 1862, of $76,500,000. 

Considering the great difficulty of forming any accurate 
estimates of the cost of hostilities upon the seale on which 
they are now carried on, I submit that some large sum 
should be placed at the disposal of the President for sup- 
pressing the rebellion. The practice of making appropria 
tions only on specific estimates, however necessary and im- 
portant in time of peace, leads to delay and injury to the 
efficiency of the public service in time of war. The esth 
mates forwarded at the commencement of the session, as 
those sent in at the extra session of Congress, were care 
fully prepared with the best data at the command of this 
offiee. They have proved insufficient, and I think that the 
experience of the war, thus far, shows the importance ot 
some such appropriation as here advised. 

This course is not without precedent. Congress has in 
former times placed large suis at the disposal of the Pres 
ident for suppression of hostilities, for defense of the coun 
try against probable attacks. 

The power given to the President to use a sum of 
$100,000,000 to mect any unforeseen exigency, or to aid 4 
branch of the service for which the appropriations made 
upon regular estimates proved inadequate, would give great 
er confidence and security to those who have heretofore or 
may hereafter give to the Government their manufactures, 


| their goods, or their services, in the firm conviction that the 


country will see them repaid. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. C. MEIGS, 
Quartermaster General. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If my friend will allow 
me, I should like to have the other letter read, 
which was received this morning. 

The Secretary read the following letter: 

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFrice, 
Wasuineron City, February 19, 1862. 

Sir: The estimates for deficiencies in appropriations for 

the quartermaster’s department for the present fiscal year 


| ending June 390, 1862, presented to the Seeretary of War 


under date of 29th January, 1862, amounting to $76,500,000, 


parts of it sent on long voyages by sea; and the precedents || was intended to take the place of that of $28,715,587 77 at 
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page 197 of the 


annual estimates printed at Uiis session of 


Congress i beg leave to Invite your attent 1 to the let 
ters of this department of the 26th and 29th of January, 
which a ynpanicd tils estimate when transmitted to th 


War. Ithen urged the importance of som 
general appropriation to be placed atthe disposal ofthe Pr 
ideut to meet the contingencies of war, which set all esti 
mates at defiance. falso stated that | was then making 
an attempt to ascertain the floating debt of the qttartermas 
ter’s department. Returns since ri arry the debtin 
the latter part of January up to $59,000,000. Thisis larger 
than § had supposed. From it should be deducted what 
ever requisitious made by this office had not by the Treas 
ury been remitted and reached the officers at the several 
points of expenditures at the date of their telegraphic re 
ports. The amount thus delayed or in transitu, [ have not 
the means of ascertaining. It was probably large. The reg 
ular appropriations for the service of the department at the 
last session were, as stated in the letter to the Secretary of 
War of January 28, nearly $71,509,000. Neglecting the 
sums in transit to the officers, and the requisitions of this 
office on the Treasury not acted upon, the floating debt of 
$50,000,000 indicates an expenditure in organizing and 
equipping the Army and collecting it upon the border, of 
Sl: 22 500,000 in the firat seven months of the fiscal year 
The estimate of $76,500,000 would pay off the debt ot 
$59,000,000, anid leave only $26,500,000 to carry on the op 
erations of the department from the latter part of January, 


Secretary ot 


say five and a half months, to the end of next June. I do 
not now think that it will be enough for the purpose. If 
1 may advise, therefore, I think that it will be wise to let 
the specific appropriation tor deficiencies at puge 5 of the 
bill, lines thirteen to nineteen, stand appropriated by 
the House of Representatives, and add the gross sum of 


$76,500,000 as estimated on the 
ther appropriation of a sum to be 
ident to meet any deficiency in 
only prudent 


29th of January. The tur 
at the disposal of the Pres 
appropriations, would be 


The estimate of appropriations for expenses of kevping, 
transporting, and supplying prisoners, Was made on a basis 
of ten thousand prisoners. We have lately taken nearly 
double that number, and ifthe Army govs on as ithaslately, 
may probably look to being obliged to provide always for not 


less than twenty thousand prisoners while itlasts. It will 
be well to introduce an itein tor supplies, transportation, and 
care of prisoners during the fiscal year ending 30th June, 
1862, of $1,000,000, and ifthe war coutinues a year, to double 
the appropriation for that purpose for next year at page 7, 
[ remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. C. MEIGS, 
Quartermaster General. 


Fessenpven, United States Senate. 


I said after having read that first 
d IT had never seen—that 
reneral was notable to tellus 
$76,000,000 


Hon. Wittutam P 


Mr. HOWE. 
letter— the one 
the Quartermaster ( 


and did not tell us 


just rea 


what he wanted this 
for. I repeat the statement. Ifthe chairman of 
the committee can explain to us what he wants it 
for, I shall listen to him witha great deal more 
satisfaction than I have listened to the letter a sec- 
oni time. He undertake “ee xplain why he calls 

for this large deficit. He tellsus that he estimated 
foran Army of three ae d thousand men, or 
about that. He estimated for his deficiencies on 
the 27th of November last. Then he knew or 
ought to have known what the Army was. He 
then estimated his deficiencies at $28, 000,000. In 
January he writes this letter to the Seeret ry of 
War, and recommends that the $28,000,000 be in- 
creased to $76,000,000. In February he writes to 
the chairman of the Committee on Finance and 
recommends that the item of $28,000,000 stand, 
and that the $76,000,000 be added toit. The two 
apologies for this are . brat, that the Army has been 
increased very much beyond what he originally 
estimated for, and second, that thé plan of opera- 
tions in the fie ‘Id has been quite different from what 
he had anticipated. He talks about an army of 

x hundred and sixty-one thousand men. ldo 
not suppose there is a man in the United States 
who believes we have any such army in the field. 
I was told by a very competent authority a few 
wecks since, that upon the closest examination he 
could make, ‘the best data he could one we had but 
a little over four hundred and fifty thousand men 
in the field. I suppose he had access to all data 
in military quarters; he was Commander-in-Chict, 
and ought to have had. I do not suppose we 
have five hundred thousand men; and it was upon 
the basis of five hundred thousand men that th« 
Quartermaster Generai was estimating in Novem- 
ber last. He undoubtedly then estimated for every 
man we have got. 

The larcer part of the letter is ocx upied by ex- 
planations of the reasons why we should appro- 
priate at cnce, rather than by stating the reasons 
why we should appropriate any specific sum. 
There are but very few passages occupied in in- 
forming the Senate or the country why he needs 
the particular sum he has mentioned in that letter, 
and I believe there is not a word contained in the 
second letter which was received this morning 
from him upon that point. I think, therefore, it 


_ THE CON ‘GRES; 


| that the illumination is expected to be 


unlit We Can gel more spr cific vine bite 


very well the Senate will differ from me; but let 
this be understood: Iam not indisposed to pay the 
public debt, let it be what it may; and thereis no 
need of putting ourselves in the attitude of re pu- 


diation, if we take a few days to get 


more specific 
information as to the sum we need. The Govern- 
mentis abundantly able to pay all it owes—can get 
the money, will pay it, ought to pay it; butitought 
to know before it makes the appro} priation why 
the particular sum ealled for is neede i and where 
itis going. Thatis alllask. When we get that, 


I shall be content to vote any sum, no matter how 
es itis, which seems to be actu: lly called foi 
by the public obligations. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resi ulted—yeas a, 2 ye 3 as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. er , Browning, Carlile, Chandler, 
Clark, Collamer, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Fos 


» Harlan, Harris, Henderson, How ard, Johnson, 
Keunedy, King, Laue of Indiana, Latham, McDougall, Mor- 
rill, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Powell, Rice, Sherman, Sumner, 
Ten Eyck, Thomson, Wade, Willey, Wilson of Massachu- 
setts, and Wilsou of Missouri—35. 

NAYS—Messrs. Howe and Wilkinson—2 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


ter, Grimes 


The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be read the third time. The bill 
was read the ae time, and passed. Its title was 
amended to read: An act making additional ap- 
propriations for a support of the Army for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1862.”’ 


IIOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
The House joint resolution (No. 37) in relation 
to certain railroads in the State of Missouri, v 


read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 
{1ESSAGE FROM TITE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by mn ETHERIDGE, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the Senate joint resolution (S,. 
No. 37) for the collection of war 


ILLUMINATION OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS 

The message further announced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed an enrolled bill (H. R. No. 
256) making an appr@priation to illuminate the 
public buildings; and it thereupon received the sig- 
nature of the Vice President. 

Mr. WADE. I have been requested to inquire 
whether the proposition for an illumination on the 
29d is confined to the public buildings. The ob- 
ect of making the inquiry is this 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The best method 
of answering the Senator’s inquiry will be to read 
the bill which is now on the table. 

The Secretary read the bill (H. R. No. 286) 
making an appropriation to illuminate the public 
buildings. 

Mr. WADE. 
eral gentlemen who say that our resolution is mis- 
understood in the city. A great many suppose 
general 
throughout the city, as a kind of test of loyalty, 
so that those who'do not illuminate will be con- 
sidered us unfavorable to the Government. Iam 
requested to state to the § 
who cannot afford to lus ninate their houses, and 
who would not like to have such an inference 
drawn against them from thi ir notdoing it. There 
are other loyal citizens who have lost friends or 
relatives in the war, who for that reason do not 
feel disposed to illuminate their houses. 
been requested to say thus much in order that the 
matter may be understood. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. SUMNER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after two hours spent in executive session, 
the doors were reopened, 


sti itistic Ss. 





PROPOSED EXPULSION OF MR. POWELL. 
Mr. WILKINSON presented papers in relation 


| to the resolution submitted by him this day for the 


i , _: 
the chair.) 


is wise to withhold such an appropriation as this || 


lle xpulsion of Hon. Lazarus W. Powe tt from the 


Sens rte; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 
SENATOR FROM OREGON. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Crank in 


The sul je ct before the Senate is the 


reportof the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
| was referred the credentials of Benjamin Surk, 
appointed a Senator from Oregon. 


I have been written to by sev- | 


nate thatthereare many |! 


I have | 


SION AL GLOBE. 


| be set apart as a special fund, and shall be applied as f0! 


February 20, 





Mr. WILKINS SON. Pinca that the further 
consideration of that report be postponed unti] 
to-morrow, at one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ISSUE OF UNITED STATES NOTES, 

A messave from the House of Representatiy, , 
by Mr. Morats, Chief Clerk, announced that ¢] 
House had agreed to some and disagreed to ile r 
amendments of the Senate to the bill of the Hou use 

(No. 240) to authorize the issue of United § 
notes and for the redemption or funding the reof 
and for funding the floating debt of the United 
States; and that it had agreed to other amend. 
ments of the Senate to the said bill with amend- 
ments, in which the concurrence of the Senate 
was requested. ‘ 

Mr. KF ESSENDEN. I move to take up the 
Treasury note bill, just returned to us from the 
House of Representatives. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro. 
ceeded to consider the action of the House of Rep. 
resentatives on the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill (H. R: No. 240) to authorize the issue of 
United States notes and for the redemption or 
funding thereof and for funding the floating debi 
of the United States. 

The Secretar y procee ded to read the action . f 
the House on the Senate amendments. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I suggest that only the 
amendments non-concurred in by the House be 
read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That cours: 
will be pursued if there be no obj ye ction. 

The Secretary read them. The House non- 
concurred in the amendment of the Senate, in lin: 
five of section one, to strike out the words * and 
fifty,’’ reducing the issue of notes to $100,000,000 

‘The House also non-conecurred in the amend- 
ment of the Senate to strike out, in section on 
all after the word ** each’’ in the tenth line tot! 

vord **dgllars,’’ inclusive, in the eighteenth line, 
in the following words: 

Provided, however, That $59,000,009 of said notes s} 
be in lieu of the demand, ‘Treasury notes authorized to be 
issued by the act of July 17, 1861; whieh said demand notes 
shall be taken up as rapidly as practicable, and the not 
herein provided for substituted for them: nd proi 
further, Thatthe amount of the two kinds of notes tog 
shall at no time exceed the sum of §150,000,060. 

The House also non-concurred in the amend- 
ment of the Senate to insert after the word ‘ au- 
thorized,’’in the nineteenth line of the first sect 
in the clause making these notes receivable in pay- 
ment of all public dues, the words: ‘and ithe notes 
authorized by the act of July 17, 1861.’ 

The House also non-concurred in the amen 
ment of the Senate, in the forty-second line of the 
first section to insert after the word ** after” 
words ** five years, and payable,” so as to mak 
the bonds issued redeemable at the pleasure of th: 
United States after five years, and payable twenty 
years from the date thereof. 

The House also non-concurred in the amend- 
ment of the Senate, to strike out in section one 
the following proviso: 

Provided, That the 8 
presentation of said certificates of deposit, 
holder thereof, at bis option, and instead of the bon an al 
ready described, an equal amount of bonds of the [ nited 
States, coupon or registered, as may by said holder be de 
sired, bearing interest at the rate of seven per cent. pi 
annum, payable semi-annually, and redev mable at the 
pleasure of the United States aiter five years from the dat 
thereof; and to insert, in lieu thereof, the following 

Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury shall, upon 
presentation of the notes me ntioned in the preceding part 
this section, in sums of not less than $100, issue to the holde 
thereof at his option, and instead of the bonds already ce 

cribed, an equal amount of Treasury notes or coupons o! 

egistcred bouds, redeemable at the pleasure of the Mi 
Sti ites at any time after two years, bearing intere t me 
rate of seven and three tenths per cent. per rate ny and 
payable semi-annually. 

The House also non-concurred in the am nd- 
ment of the Senate to insert in line seven of : 
tion two, after the word * after’’ the words “ fv 
years, and payable,”’ so as to make the bon ds 
issued redeemable at the pleasure of the United 
States after five years, and payable twenty years 
from date. 

The House also non-concurred in the amen¢- 
ment of the Senate, to insert, as section five, the 
following: 


Src. 5. And he it further enacted, That all _—. im 
ported goods, the proceeds of the sale of the publi » 


ecretary of the Treasury shall, upon 


issue to th 


and the proceeds of all property seized and sold under th 


laws of the United States as the property of rebe Is, 
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To the payment in coin of the interest 2 the 
Second. To the 


lows: First 
bonds and notes of the United States. 


purchase or piyment of one per cent. of the entire debt of 


the United States, to be made within each fiscal year after 
the Ist day of July, 1862, which is to be set apart as a sink- 
ing fund, and the interest of which stall, in like manner, 
be applied to the purchase or payment of the public debt as 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall, from time to time, di- 
rect. Third. The residue thereof to be paid into the Treas- 
ury of the United States. 

The House concurred in the eighteenth amend- 
ment of the Senate with amendments—to insert 
in the third line of the amendment after the word 
‘‘ notes”? the words *‘ or coin;’’ in the tenth line, 
strike out the words ** of five,’’ and insert ** which 
the Secretary of the Treasury may, from time to 
time, prescribe, not exceeding six;’’ and after the 

word ** notes’? in the eleventh line, to insert the 
canal *‘ orcoin.”’ 

Mr. KING. I ask that that amendment of the 
Senate may be readas it will stand with the amend- 


on the te l di » this at the suggestion of 
that committee. 


There was no objection; and the bill was taken 


up, read a first and second time by its title, or- 


ments inserted by the House, so that we may | 


understand it. 


The aera read it, as amended, as follows: | 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 


the Treas sury may receive from any person or persons, or |! 


any corporation, United States notes or coin on deposit for 


not less than thirty days in sums of not less than $100, with.) 
any of the Assistant ‘Treasurers or designated depositaries 


of the United States authorized by the Secretary of the 
Treasury to receive them, who shall issue therefor certifi- 
cates of deposit, made in such form as the Secretary of the 


Treasury shall prescribe, and said certificates of deposit | 
shall bear interest at the rate which the Secretary of the 
Treasury may, from time to time, prescribe, not exc eeding siz || 


per cent. per anuum ; and any amount of United States notes | 


or coin su deposite d may be withdrawn from deposit at any 
time after ten days’ notice, on the rewurn of said certificates 
Provide, ‘Vhat the interest on all such de posits shall cease 
and determine at the pleasure of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury: nd provided further, That the aggregate of such de- 
posits shall at no time exceed the amount of $25,000,000. 
Mr.FESSENDEN. I[hardly know whatcourse 
it is best to take on this subject. I shall be gov- 
erned by my associates on the committee with 
reference to that matter. There are one or two 
amendments of the Senate which have been dis- 
agreed to by the House which I think rather im- 
portant to the bill; and as Lunderstand the House 
has adjoarned until to-morrow, [ am willing to let 
the bill lie over, and be conside ‘red then by the 
Senate; or disagree to them now, and have acom- 
mittee of conference appointed at once. Lam afraid 
if we have a committee of conference it may be 


dered to be printe d, and refe rred to the Cc ommit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 


TREASURY NOTE BILL. 


The SPEAKER stated the question in order to | 


be the consideration of the amendments of the 
Senate to House bill No. 240, to authorize the issue 
of United States notes and for the redemption or 
funding thereof and for funding the floating debt 
of the United States; on which the main question 
had been ordered, 

Mr. STEVENS. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House to repeat the amendment which I 


| offered yesterday, after the word * interest,’”’ in 


the seventh amendment ofthe Senate. Itis neces- 
sary, in order to make the bill homogeneous. 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I object. 
Mr. STEVENS. If allowed to remain as it 


| now is, the bill will be incongruous. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. If the gentleman 
will permit me to state the reason of my objection, 
and | find Iam wrong, I will then withdraw it. 

Mr. STEVENS. ‘The gentleman is entitled to 
make his objection. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I think’the ob- 


ject of the amendment is to defeat the interest 


| clause. 


Mr. STEVENS. I understand that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts desires to submit some 


| remarks on this subject, and I yield to him for 


that purpose. 
The SPEAKER. Thechairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means is entitled to an hour 


|| under the rules to close the debate; aft if there be 


no objection, he can yield to the centleman from 


difficult to get through with it to-morrow, and it || 


will be important to dispose of it then. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My impression is that by 
having a committee of conference you will have 
the matter always within your control; you can 
introduce it at any time in either House, it being 
a privileged question, and always dispose of it; 
and I think a committee of conference would im- 
prove the bill. 
the Senate disagreed to by the House which I 
think very important. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then I will move, as I 
understand the House has adjourned until to-mor- 
row, that the Senate insist on its amendments dis- 
agreed to by the House of Representatives, and 
disagree to the amendments of the House to the 
amendments of the Senate, and ask for a commit- 
tee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses 

The motion was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. How shall the | 


committee be appointed? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. By the Chair. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Fessen- 
pen, Mr. SHERMAN, and Mr. CaR.i.e were ap- 
pointed. 

Mr. WADE. 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


I move that the Senate do now 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 20, 1862. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 


by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. SrockTon. 
The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. 


MILITARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take from the Speaker’s table 
Senate resolution No. 22, providing for the pay- 
ment of the awards of the commission to inves- 
tigate the military claims in the department of the 


There are some amendments of | 


in bank notes, bank checks, or 


Massachusetts. 
Mr. HOOPER. I thank the gentleman. 


Mr. Speaker, with the present large expendi- 


| tures of the Government, and while the banks 


throughout the country are acting under a sus- 
pe nsion of specie payments, it is an absurdity to 
Insist on the strict enforcement of the existin gf 
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and taxes; they will had rece po by the Gov rn- 
ment the same as coin, and therefore must be fox 
this purpose and all others the ¢ quivalent of coin, 
unless they are imprude ntly issued in excess ot 
the requirements for such purposes 

[ am opposed to this amendme nt. of the Senate 
which requires the interest on Government notes 
and bonds to be absolute ly paid in coin, because 
its effect will be * deprec ie these notes as com- 
pared with coin, by declaring them in advance to 
lt creates a nec essity for the 
Gove ‘roment to obtain a large amount of coin by 
pure hase, if itis not received in paymentof taxes 
and loans, which hold out an inducement to spec- 


|| ulate on the necessity of the Government, by col- 


lecting and hoarding the coin against the time that 
it will be required by the Government to pay its 
interest; and because it is an unnecessary incon- 
venience to require the whole amount of the inter- 
est to. be paid in coin, when only the small amount 


‘| is necessary that is to be remitted to foreign hold- 


laws, which require all Government receipts and 


payments to be made incoin. [tis absurd, in my 
opinion, because it is impossible; and it is also 
absurd because it is useless, What private cor- 


| porations or individuals in this country receive 


and pay coin in the conduct of their business? 
There are none. Nearly all the ordinary receipts 
and payments th somnieaiat the country are made 
credit in some 


| other form; and coin is only required occasionally 


fora very small per cent. of those receipts and pay- 
ments, which in amount ext nd, t in the course of a 
single year, to thousands of millions of dollars. 
The object of this Treasury note bill is to fur- 
nish a substantial and uniform currency that will 
aid the Government and enable it to receive its 
dues and make its payments, like all others, with 
credits. This bill declares that, for all dues to the 
Government and for all payments by the Govern- 
ment, these notes shall be received ** the same as 
coin.’’ One way to make them ‘‘the same as 


coin’? would be to make them at all times con- | 


vertible into coin. Another is to use them, so far 
as possible, for all the purposes for which coin is 
used; and in this Jatter mode their value will be 
the same as coin, unless the amount that is issued 
exceeds the amount needed for such uses. 

At the end of twelve months from this time the 


| receipts of the Government and the payments by 


the Government, amounting to many hundred 


| millions ‘ef dollars, will be “found to be nearly 


equal; that is, the Government during that time 


| will have received about the same amount that it 
| will have paid; and if these ** Government notes’’ 


are, in part, paid out by the Government, as it is 
proposed they shall be, in anticipation of the re- 


| ceipts for taxes and loans, they must all come 
| back again in the course of the year, when those 


taxes and loans are paid for. The people may find 
a portion of these notes more convenient for other 
uses,and may therefore prefer to make their pay- 
ments to the Government partly in coin. Unlegs, 
therefore, the Government is to be broke n daa, 
by the refusal to furnish the means in the form of 
taxes. and loans to carr y it on, these notes cannot 
depreciate to any extent, because they will be 
needed, and probably a large amount of coin in 


Vest, and to move its reference to the Committee || addition, to pay into the Treasury for the loans 


ers of bonds; which could easily be obtaine “d at 
small cost, if the effect of the issue of the Govern- 


| ment notes should be what the friends of this bill 


expect. 

lt appears to me the opponents of the Dill, if 
their arguments have any force, prove too muc h. 
lam of sur prised that members who openly avow 


| themselves as opponents of the Administration 


should object to a measure that is recommended 
as a necessity by the Administration to which 
they are opposed. But | was astonished yester- 
day to hear my friend from Vermont express his 
wantof confidence and his distrust, and denounce 
these notes, issued by the Government, as the 
** meanest paper trash.’’ Others, arguing to the 
same effect, have expressed the opinion that they 
were no better than the notes that have been .is- 
sued by the so-called confederate government, and 
have predicted that, like those notes, they w rould 


depre hea to thirty, forty, and fifty per cent. dis- 


count. This has gone forth to the country as the 
deliberate and grave conviction of my friend from 
Vermont, and my friend from New York, and 
others who have voted with them on this ques- 
tion. 

1 entertain an entirely different opinion of the 
credit and responsibility of the Government, and 
of the value of any obligations it m: Ly see fit to 
issue, under any Administration, and particularly 
so under its present Re publican’ Administration 
The friends of this measure favor it as fraught 
with benefit to the country i its present condi- 


| tion. They have advocated the issue ofthese notes 


as useful to the Government in reli ving its tem- 


| porary necessities, and essential to the people as 
| a means of supplying them witha substantial eur- 


rency in which to pay the proposed taxes and the 
loans that will be re quire rd. 

As | said before, if the opponents of this bill 
have proved anything they have proved too much 
in reference to the question now before the House, 


| which is to make a distinction in favor of the hold- 


ers of Government securities, and pay what may 
be due to them in coined money, while all other 


| creditors of the Government shall as paid in what 
| they have denounced to the county vy from the high 


places they occupy hereas the meanest paper trash. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. How docs the gentleman 
propose to supply the means to the people to pay 
these taxes? He does not mean to give them to 
the people. I suppose, therefore, the people will 
have to get them in exchange for these notes. If 
these notes are as good as gold, why, then, is there 
a necessity for what is proposed? 

Mr. HOOPER. There is not enough of gold. 
The returns of the banks will show that there are 
about sixty-two millions of dollars in gold in their 
possession and under their control. I know of no 
way by which the Government can get that, unless 
ittakes it from the banks. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Is there not as much gold in 
the country as there ever has been? 

Mr. HOOPER. The demands of the Govern- 
ment are much larger than they ever have been in 
any previous year. 

{ now yield the floor, again thanking the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania for his courtesy. 

COURT OF CLAIMS. 

Mr. PORTER. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House for leave to reconsider the vote by 
which the House recommitte “d to the Committee 
on the Judiciary House bill No. 226, to amend an 
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act to establish a court for the investigation of 
claims against the United States, approved Feb- 
ruary 24, 1855. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 
will be entered; but it cannot be considered at this 
time. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL——AGAIN. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I have a very 
few words to say. I approach the subject with 
more depression of spirits than I ever before ap- 
proached any question. No personal motive or 
feeling influences me. I hope not, at least. I 
have a melancholy foreboding that we are about to 
consummate a cunningly-devised scheme, which 
will carry great injury and great loss to all classes 
of the people throughout this Union, except one. 
With my colleague, I believe that no act of Iegis- 
lation of this Government was ever hailed with as 
much delight throughout the whole length and 
breadth of this Union, by every class of people, 
without any exception, as the bill which we passed 
and sent to the Senate. Congratulations from all 
classes—merchants, traders, manufacturers, me- 
chanics, and Jaborers—poured in upon us from 
all quarters. The Boards of Trade from Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Louisville, 
St. Louis, Chicago, and Milwaukee approved its 
provisions, and urged its passage as it Was. 

1 have a dispatch from the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Cincinnati, sent to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and by him to me, urging the speedy 
passage of the bill as it passed the House. It is 
true there was a doleful sound came up from the 
caverns of bullion brokers, and from the saloons 
of the associated banks. Their cashiersand agents 
were soon on the ground, and persuaded the Sen- 
ate, with but little deliberation, to mangle and de- 
stroy what it had cost the House months to digest, 
consider, and pass. They fell upon the billin hot 
haste, and so disfigured and deformed it, that its 
very father would not know it. [Laughter.] In- 
stead of being a beneficent and invigorating meas- 
ure, it is now positively mischievous. It has all 
the bad qualities which its enemies charged on the 
original bill, and none of its benefits. It now cre- 
ates money, and by its very terms declares ita 
depreciated currency. It makes two classes of 


money—one for the banks and brokers, and an- | 


other for the people. It discriminates between 
the rights of different classes of creditors, allow- 
lowing the rich capitalist to demand gold, and 
compelling the ordinary lender of money on in- 
dividual security to receive notes which the Gov- 
ernment had purposely discredited. 

Let us examine the principal amendments sep- 
arately, and see their effect. The first import- 
ant one (being the fifth) makes the notes issued 
under the law of July 17 a legal tender, equally 
with those authorized by this bill. There can be 


but little wisdom in putting these two classes on | 


an equality. The notes of July bear seven and 
three tenths per cent. interest, and are payable in 
three years. This gives them a sufficient advant- 
age over notes bearing no interest and payable 


virtually in twenty years, with six per cent. in- | 


terest. Why give them this additional advant- 
age? Simply because the $100,000,000 issued are 
ail held by the associated banks, and this is their 


amended bill. They would displace $100,000,000 | 


of this money in the circulation, and render it im- 
a to use any considerable amount of these 

Jnited States notes as acurrency. These notes 
have served their purpose. Why allow them to 
block up the market against further relief to the 
Government? 


The banks took $50,000,000 of six per cent. 


bonds, and shaved the Government $5,500,000 on | 


them, and now ask to shave the Government fif- 
teen or twenty per cent. half yearly, to pay them- 
selves the interest on these very bonds. They 


paid for the $50,000,000 in demand notes, not | 
specie, and now demand the specie for them. Yet | 


gentlemen talk about our making other loans in 
these times. ‘They are crazy or sleeping, one or 
the other, I do not know which. 

When this question was discussed before, the 
distinguished gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 


CrittenpDEN] asked me whether it was the inten- 


tion or expectation of the House to go on and 
issue more thaw one hundred and fifty millions of 
dollars of legal tender notes—a pertinent question, 
which I saw the whole force of at the time. | 


told him that it was my expectation that no more | 


would be issued by the Government; that they 


a 


would be received and funded in the twenty year 
bonds. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania whether $150,000,000 of gold could 
not be put into circulation as well as $150,000,000 
of Treasury notes? 

Mr. STEVENS. If this $150,000,000 would 
come out of the bankers’ and mésers’ hands; but 
they have suspended specie payment, and would 
not give out a dollar. They say pay us a dis- || 


| count, and then when these notes are made a legal 


tender we will be again in the clutches of these 


|harpies. I do not want to use hard names. I 


suppose these men act from instinct. If I were 
now to answer the question of the gentleman from 


| Kentucky, I would not give that answer. I do 
| not expect one dollar of the $150,000,000 of legal | 


tender notes ever to be invested in the twenty 


| years bonds. I infer from the amendment that | 


| effectually prevent the funding a dollar in those 
| bonds. They would all go in preference into seven 
| and three tenths bonds, due in two years, when 


| in six per cent. bonds. 











| until he chooses to use them. The poor who 


| already $250,000,000 of State debt, and their com- 


| be raised every six months for the paying of this 


before we adjourn $150,000,000 will be asked for, | 
which will never be funded in those bonds, and | 
so on, as they are needed, as no bonds will be 
sold until our circulation will become frightfully 
inflated. 
The notes, by another amendment, are author- 


ized to be invested in notes or bonds payable in || 


two years, and bearing an interest of seven and | 
three tenths. One of the great objects of the bill | 
was to induce capitalists to invest in six per cent. 
bonds or lose their interest, and thus to furnish | 
a continually recurring currency by the sale of 
these six percent. bonds. This provision would 


no one believes we can pay them. 

3ut thigis not the worst. The tenth amend- 
ment proVfes that any holder of the United States 
legal tender notes, if he have $100 and upwards, 
shall draw five or six per cent. interest on them 


have less than $100 shall draw no interest. It is | 
plain that, by these two contrivances, not one dol- | 
lar of these United States notes will ever be funded 





3ut now comes the mainclause. All classes of 
people shall take these notes at par for every article | 
of trade or contract unless they have money enough 
to buy United States bonds, and then they shall be 
paid in gold. Who is that favored class? The | 
banks and brokers, and nobody else. They have | 


missioners would soon take all the rest that might 
be issued. 

3ut how is this gold to be raised? The duties | 
and public lands are to be paid for in United States 
notes, and they or bonds are to be put up at auc- | 
tion to get coin for these very brokers who would | 
furnish the coin to pay themselves, by getting | 
twenty percent. discounton the notes thus bought. 

Now, in less than a year, taking the public debt | 
at what my colleague makes it—I make it more— 
$1,200,000,000, what will the interest be upon itat | 
seven and three tenths per cent., for it will all cen- 
terinthat rate ofinterest? It will be $87,000,000, | 
and one half of that amount, $43,500,000, must 


interest, and it is to be raised in coin, which no- 
body holds but the large capitalists. Does any- | 
body suppose that they are going to give that coin | 
for such notes as we are now about to issue, at 
par? They will sell the gold for what their con- 
sciences will allow, and they will compel the Gov- 
ernment to give anything they choose, unless the 
Government consents to become dishonored. The 
first purchase of geld by the Government will fix | 
the value of these notes which we issue and de- | 
clare to be a legal tender. That sale will fix their 
value at ten, fifteen, or twenty-five per cent. dis- 
count, and then every poor man, when he buys 
his beef, his pork, and his supplies, must submit 
to this fifteen, or twenty-five per cent. discount, 
because you have said that that shall be the value 
of the very notes which you have made a legal 
tender to him, but not a legal tender to those who 
fix the value of these very notes. Does any one 
believe thatanybody but bankersand brokers fixes 

e depreciation of currency? So you will thus 
have fixed the market value of your notes at sev- 
enty-five or eighty per cent., and yet theyarea 
legal tender to the poor of the country, while they | 





are no legal tender to those who hold the coin of 
the country. — ? 
By the original bil] the Secretary of the Treas- 


| ury was allowed to sell these bonds at their valye 


| notes. But now, by the provisions of this bil 
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for lawful money—that is, for these legal tender 
] 
after the market value has been fixed and they are 
depreciated, the Secretary of the Treasury 1S au- 
thorized to go into the market and sell them for 
coin, not at par, but at the market value therefor. 


| Was there ever a more convenient contrivance go; 


up, into which blind mice run, to catch them? 
Was ever before such a machine got up for swing. 
ling the Government and making the fortunes of 
the gold bullionists in one single year? 

Sut as if this accumulated folly were not quite 
enough, another amendment provides that these 


| notes, when presented in sums not less than $100, 
| may be transferred into seven and three tenths 








notes payable in two years. Parties may buy 
these notes at a discount and put them into notes 
payable in bullion at two years, at seven and three- 
tenths interest, for thatis part of the whole system, 

Now, sir, does any man here believe that, not- 


|| withstanding the victories we are gaining, the 


Government will be able to redeem these notes in 
two years? If not, they will be shoved upon the 
market and sold for coin at whatever discount may 
be demanded. : 

I have proposed an amendment to the Senate 
amendment upon the principle of legitimate par- 
liamentary rules, that you may make as palatab); 
as you can an amendment which you do not lik: 
before the vote is takenupon it. My amendment 
is offered for the purpose of curing a little th 
evils and hardships of the original amendment of 
the Senate. And though it may be adopted, the 
whole will be pernicious; and if adopted, I shall 
vote against the whole as amended. My amend- 
ment is to except from the operation of the legal 
tender clause the officers and soldiers of the Army 
and Navy, and those who supply them with pro- 
visions, and thus put them upon the same foot- 
ing with the Government creditors who hold their 
bonds. I hope they will not be thought less mer- 
itorious than the money-changers. I trust it wil! 
be adopted as an amendment to the Senate amend- 
ment, so that if this pernicious system is to bi 
adopted, if the beauty of the original bill is to bi 
entirely impaired, those who are fighting our bat- 
tles, and the widows and children of those who 
are lying in their graves in every part of the coun- 
try, killed in defense of the Government, may 
placed upon no worse footing than those who bold 
the bonds of the Government and the coin of the 
country. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Will the gentleman allow 
me 

Mr. STEVENS. I know the gentleman does 
notrise for information; and I have no hope what- 
ever of converting him. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. The gentleman has alluded 
to my want of confidence in the operations of the 
Government. 

Mr. STEVENS. Not at all. I said unless h: 
would repudiate them, which I think he never 
will do. So that is a sufficient explanation. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. If the gentleman will allow 
me, I want 

Mr. STEVENS. No, sir; I think I have taken 
away everything offensive. 

Mr. Speaker, if this disaster must come upon 
us [ am free from responsibility in reference to it 
I say, with all candor, that I would much prefer 








| that the whole bill should fail and that some sys- 


tem like that of my friend from Vermont, (Mr 
Morrit1,] or that of the gentleman from New 


| York, or any other you may choose to desire, 


which shall secure a uniform currency, however 
depreciated, and which shall be equally just to al! 
interests of the country, should be introduced and 
passed. I look upon the passage of this bill as 
deplorable, and permanently injurious to 8! 
classes of the community except those I have 
excepted. 

Mr. SPAULDING. I wish to say to the gev- 
tleman thatthere are now $37,000,000 of the notes 
under the bill of last July upon which the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury is unable to realize. They 
have been upon the market for the last thre: 
months, and the Secretary cannot get them taken. 

Mr. STEVENS. I know that, butif my friend 
will refer the Secretary to the gentleman from Il- 
linois [Mr. Lovesoy] he will tell him where to get 
the gold. (Laughter.] 

*Mr. SHEFFIELD. The gentleman says W° 
cannot get the coin with which to pay the interest, 
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and yet he proposes to pay the officers and sol- 
diers in coin. I would like to know where he 
would get coin for that purpose? 

Mr. STEVENS. The gentleman assumes what 
I did not say. I said you could not get the gold 
with which to pay interest, without selling, at a 
large sacrifice, the bonds in the market overt. I 
think if you can get the coin in that way to pay 
the interest, in the same way you can get the gold 
to pay to the soldiers. 

Mr.SHEFFIELD. Would not that requirea 


larger sacrifice ? 


Mr. STEVENS. And ought nota larger sac- | 


rifice be made in favor of that class? 

Mr. DIVEN. I want toask the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means whether it is not 
claimed that the original Lill will furnish a greater 


relief to the Governmentthan to place $150,000,000 | 


of coin in the vaults of the Government? 
Mr. STEVENS. | think that if the Govern- 


ment had $150,000,000 of coin, and they could cir- | 


culate it in such a way that it would come back in 
payment of new bonds, the gold would be justas 
good as $150,000,000 of par notes, a that 
gold would be more inconvenient. [Laughter.] 
WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY. 

The SPEAKER. Before proceeding to act 
upon the amendments, the Chair desires to call the 
attention of the House to the resolution which 
was passed yesterday, by which he was ordered 
to see if the families of Senators and Members 


could be provided with seats upon the floor of the | 


House. It is impossible for that to be done un- 
less one half of the Hall should be assigned for 
that purpose; that would exclude most of the 


guests directed to be invited by the concurrent 
| | 


resolutions of the two Houses. 

The west gallery, ineluding a portion of what 
is now the gentlemen’s gallery, will be set apart 
for the use of the families of Senators and Mem- 
bers. The gallery upon the east side willremain, 
as usual, open for the admission of ladies. The 


diplomatic gallery will be reserved for the diplo- | 


matic corps, including the families of the Secre- 
taries and heads of Departments. 

The Chair would ask the coéperation of mem- 
bers in carrying out the order. Seats in the west 


not having cards. 


Mr. FENTON. I understand that some ar- | 
rangements are to be made inthe Hall to-morrow | 


i veference to Saturday, and in that view I move 
that when the House adjourns to-day it adjourn 
to meet on Saturday. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL—AGAIN. 

Mr. STEVENS. I think we had better pro- 
ceed with the Treasury note bill now. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Before the House takes 
avote upon the motion of the gentleman from 
New York, I wish to make a statement in refer- 
ence to the subsistence department of the Army, 


gallery will be provided only for those having | 
cards of admission, so that no one need expect the | 
doorkeepers to pass any ladies into that gallery | 


especially as it relates to the immediate necessity 


of an appropriation to feed the soldiers. 
Mr. STEVENS. I wish the gentleman would 
postpone it until we get through with this bill. 
Mr.WASHBURNE. I desire merely to make 


this statement—— 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman must first | 


obtain leave of the House. Is there any objec- 
tion? i 
Mr. STEVENS. I object to anything else 
being done until this bill is disposed of. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. I wish the gentleman 
and the House would hear me. It is not in regard 


to this bill, but in regard to a matter that is of the 


utmost importance to the army in Kentucky and | 


Tennessee. 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania withdraw his objection? 


Mr. STEVENS. I de not think five minutes | 


will make any difference with him. 

The SPEAKER, Then the gentleman insists 
on his objection? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. No, sir; 1 understand 


him to say that five minutes will make no differ- 
ence to him. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I object. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. ‘Surely the gentleman 


does not object to hearing the condition of the 
army. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not in 
order, objection being made. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the amendments of the Senate to the Treasury 


| note bill. 


First amendment: 

Lines three, four, and five, strike out the words: “To 
meet the necessities of the Treasury of the United States, 
and to provide a currency receivable for the public dues.”’ 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Second amendment: 


Lines six and seven, strike out the words “ and fifty ;°° so 
that the clause will read: * $100,000,000 of United States 
| notes.”? 





the Union recommended non-cencurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Third amendment: 


York.”’ 


the Union recommended concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Fourth amendment: 

Beginning at line eleven, strike out the following proviso: 

Provided, however, That $50,000,000 of said notes shall 
be in lieu of the demand Treasury notes authorized to be 
issued by the act o8 July 17, 1861 ; which said demand notes 
shall be taken up as rapidly as practicable, and the notes 
herein provided for substituted forthem: nd provided fur- 
ther, That the amount of the two kinds of notes together 
shall at no time exceed the sum of $150,000,000. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Fifth amendment: 


In the clause “‘ and such notes herein authorized, and the 
notes authorized by the act of July 17, 1861, shall be receiv- 


and demands of every kind due to the United States,” strike 
out the words, *‘ and the notes authorized by the actof July 
17, 1861.” 


Union recommended non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 





Sixth amendment: 


words, * and for all salaries, debts, and demands owing by 
the United States to individuals, corporations, and associa- 
tions within the United States,’’ and insert, “‘and of all 
claims and demands against the United States of every kind 
whatsoever, except for interest upon bonds and notes, 
which shall be paid in coin.’ 

To this amendment Mr. STEVENS moved an 
amendment to insert, after the word ** notes,’’ the 
following: 

And payments to be made to officers, soldiers, and sailors 
inthe Army and Navy of the United States, and for all sup- 
plies purchased for the said Government. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. I appeal to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to withdraw that 
amendment. It was only intended to illustrate 
an absurdity, and | hope he will withdraw it. 

Mr.STEVENS. No,sir; I cannot withdraw it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the amendment to the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. BAKER. I should like to ask the chair- 
question. 


time. 


the negative—yeas 67, nays 72; as follows: 


Chamberlin, Clark, Cobb, Davis, 
Fenton, Fessenden, Fisher, Franchot, Frank, Gooch, 





son, Marston, Maynard, Mitchell 


Wall, Wallace, Ward, Albert 8. White, Wilson, Windom, 
Woodrutf, and Worcester—67. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Arnold, Ashley, Baxter, Blake, 
William G. Brown, Burnham, Calvert, Clements, Frederick 


Crittenden, Dawes, Duell, Dunlap, Dunn, Eliot, English, 


McKnight, Mallory, May, Menzies, Moorhead, Justin 3. 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of | 


Line nine, strike out the words “at Washington or New | 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of | 


able in payment of all taxes, duties, imposts, excises, debts, | 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 


Immediately after the clause last quoted, strike out the | 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means a | 


The SPEAKER. No debate is in order at this | 


\} dom,and Worcester—56. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Ancona, Babbitt, Joseph Baily, 
Baker, Biddle, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Jacob B. Blair, | 
Samuel §. Blair, George H. Browne, Buffinton, Campbell, | 
iven, Edwards, Ely, 


Granger, Hale, Hanchett, Harrison, Holman, Hooper, John- 
son, Julian, William Kellogg, Killinger, Lehman, McPher- 

Anson P. Morrill, Nocil, 
Odell, Olin, Perry, John H. Rice, James S. Rollins, Shanks, 
Sherman, Shiel, Sloan, Spaulding, William G. Steele, Ste- 
vens, Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Verree, Voorhees, 


A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Conway, Cox, Cravens, 


Goodwin, Grider, Gurley, Haight, Hall, Harding, Hickman, 
Horton, Kelley, Knapp, Law, Leary, Loumis, Lovejoy, 


Morrill, Nixon, Noble, Norton, Nugen, Patton, Timothy 


G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Alexander H. Rice, Riddle, Rob- || 


inson, Sargent, Sedgwick, Sheffield, Smith, John B. Steele, 


Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, Train, | 






90% 


Trimble, Trowbridge, Vallandigham, Charles W. Walton, 
E. P. Walton, Washburne, Webster, Wheeler, Wickliffe, 
and Wright—72. 

So the amendment to the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. ALLEY (when his name was called) said: 
1 am opposed to paying anybody in specie unless 
we pay everybody. I therefore vote ** no.”’ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is out of 
order. The Chair desires here to announce that 
if gentlemen persist in interrupting the roll-call 
with remarks, he will feel it to be his duty to order 
them into custody. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER stated that he had 
paired off with Mr. Corning. 

Mr. HUTCHINS said: I have paired off upon 


| the Senate amendments with Mr. Cotrax, who is 


absent on account of the illness of his wife, and 
inasmuch as this amendment may affect the Sen- 
ate amendme®t, | withdraw my vote. 

Mr. PENDLETON (who was not within the 
bar when his name was called) asked leave to 
vote. 

Mr. OLIN objected. 

The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, 

Mr. WASHBURNE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendment to the amendment 
was rejected; and also moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The question recurred upon agreeing to the 


| sixth amendment of the Senate. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, tts 
Secretary, announced that the Senate had passed 
bill of the House No, 286, making an appropria- 








tion to illuminate the public buildings. 
TREASURY NOTE BILL—-AGAIN. 


The question being upon agreeing to the sixth 
amendment of the Senate, in which the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union rec- 
ommended concurrence, 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 88, nays 56; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Ancona, Arnold, Ashley, Baxter, Bea- 
man, Biddle, Jacob B. Blair, George H. Browne, William 
G. Brown, Burnham, Calvert, Clements, Cobb, Frederick 
| A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Conway, Covode, Cox, 
Cravens, Crittenden, Diven, Dunlap, Dunn, Eliot, English, 
Goodwin, Grider, Gurley, Haight, Hall, Harding, Holman, 
Horton, Johnson, Kelley, Knapp, Law, Leary, Lehman, 
| Loomis, Lovejoy, McKnight, Mallory, May, Menzies, Jus 
tin 8S. Morrill, Nixon, Noble, Norton, Nugen, Odell, Patton, 
Pendleton, Perry, Timothy G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, 
Price, Alexander H. Rice, Riddle, Robinson, Edward H. 
Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Sargent, Sedgwick, Sheffield, 
Sherman, Shiel, Smith, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, 
Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, Train, 
| Trimble, Vallandigham, Vibbard, Voorhees, Charles W. 
Walton, E. P. Walton, Ward, Washburne, Webster, 
Wheeler, Wickliffe, Woodruff, and Wright—88. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Babbitt, Joseph Baily, 
| Baker, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Samuel 5. Blair, Blake, 
Buffinton, Campbell, Chamberlin, Clark, Davis, Dawes, 
Duell,- Edwards, Ely, Fenton, Fessenden, Fisher, Fran 
chot, Frank, Granger, Hale, Hanchett, Harrison, Hickman, 
Hooper, Julian, William Kellogg, Killinger, Lansing, Mc 
Pherson, Marston, Maynard, Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, 
Noell, Olin, John U. Rice, Shanks, Sloan, Spaulding, Ste 
vens, Trowbridge, Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Verree, 
Wall, Wallace, Whaley, Albert 8. White, Wilson, Win 


During the roll-call, 

Mr. SHELLABARGER stated that if he had 
not been paired off with Mr. Cornina, he should 
have voted against the amendment. 

Mr. PENDLETON stated that his colleagues, 
Messrs. Morris and Wuire, were detained from 
| the House necessarily. 

Mr. BAILEY, of Massachusetts, not havin 
been within the bar when his name was called, 
asked leave to vote. 

Mr. WEBSTER objected. 

The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the amendment was agreed 
to; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


@® ENROLLED BILL AND RESOLUTION. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act (H. 
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TREASURY NOTE BILL-—AGAIN. 
Seventh amendment: 


Serie out the words xcept interest as aforesaid,” in 
‘lause “and shall also be lawful money and a legal 
ten i rin payment of all debts, public and private, within 
the United States, except interest as aforesaid.’ 
The Committee of the Whole on the 
the Union recommended concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Eichth am 
Line forty, strike out the words “ at the Treasury orsub 
Treasuries of the United States.” 
The Committee of the “ hole on the state of 
ie Union recommended ci 
The amendment was concurred ip. 


7) 


state of 


} 
nament: 


J 
tu! currence, 
Ninth amendment: 


Strike out the words “ five years, and payable,’ 


clause * gud redeemable atthe pleasure of tac United States 
after five years, aud payable twenty years from the date 
thereot.”’ 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


ry’ } ? 
Tenth amendment: 

In line forty-three st ‘that the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall, upou presentation of said certificates of d 
posit, issuc to the holder thereot, at his option, and instead 
of the bonds already described, an equal amouut of bonds of 
the United States, coupon or registered, as may by said 
holder be desired, bearing interest at the rate of seven per 
it. perannum, payable scimii-annually, and redeemable at 
the pleasure of the United States atter five years from the 
date thereof,” and insert in lieu thereof: 

Provided, That the Seerctary of the Treasury shall, upon 
presentation of the notes mentioued in the preceding part 
of Uils section, In suis Of not less than 2100, issue to the 
holder thereof, at his option, and instead of the bonds al 
ready described, an equal amount of Treasury notes or 
coupons or registered bonds, redeema at the pleasure of 
the United States, at any time aiter two years, bearing in 
terest at the rate of seven and thrco teuths per cent. per 
anu, and payable semi-annually. 


The Committec the Whole on 
the Uni 


The amendment was non-conce 


rike out, 








he state of 
n recomim« ‘aia d non-concurrence. 


urred in. 

Eleventh amendment: 

Commencing at line sixty-four, strike out the following: 

There shall be printed on the back of the United States 
not which may be issued under the provisions of this act, 
the Silew ing words: ** The within note is a legal tender in 
payment of all debts, public and private, and is exchang: 
able for bonds of the United States bearing six per cent. 
iiterest, at twenty ycars, or in seven per cent. bonds at five 


years.”? 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union recommended concurrence. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Twelfth amendment: 


In line six, section two, strike out the word “ and.”’ 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirteenth amendment: 


In line seven of the same section, strike out the word 
“ Government,’’ and insert in lieu thereof ** United States.” 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Fourteenth amendment: 

After the word “after,” 
years, and payable ;*? so that the clause will read: 

That to eunable the Secretary of the Treasury to fund the 
Treasury notes and floating debt of the United States, he 
is hereby authorized to issue, on the credit of the United 
States, coupon bonds, or registered bonds, to an amount not 
exceeding $500,060,000, redeemable at the pleasure of the 
United States after five years, and payable twenty years 
from date, and bearing interest at the rate of six per cent. 
per annum, payable semi-annually. And the bonds herein 
authorized shall be of such denominations, not less than 
fifty dollars, as may be determined upon by the Secretary 
of the Treusury. 





The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended non-concurrence, 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Fifteenth amendment: 

In line thirteen, second section, after the word ** time,”’ 
insert, “at the market value thereof;’’ so that the clause 
will read: 

And the Secretary of the Treasury may dispose of such 
bonds at any time at the market value thereof, e 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended non-concurrence. 


Mr. HORTON asked for a division. 


THE CONGRESSIO 
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WASUBURNE de 
Sy rs wel 


CHAMBI 


inde wd tellers 
nted. 
ARLLN called for the yeas and 


Vv 
‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 
r 


he question was taken; and it was decided in 
the : afirmativ e—yeas 72, nays 66; as follows: 
| YEAS—Mesgsers. Ancona, Goldsmith F. Bailey, Baxter, 


Beaman, Biddl G orge if. Browne, William G. Brown, 
Calvert, Clark, Cobb, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conk- 
ling, Conway, Covode, Cravens, Crittenden, Cutler, Dua- 
lap, Dunn, Eliot, English, Goodwin, Grider, Hall, Harding, 
Holman, Horton, Johnson, Kelley, Kuapp, Law, Leary, 
Lovejoy, McKnight, Menzies, Justin 8S. Morrill, Nixon, 
Noble, Norton, Nugen, Odell, Patton, Pendleton, Perry, 
ike, Pomeroy, Porter, Alexander IL. Rice, Riddle. Robin 
n. Edward Il. Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Sargent. Sedg 
wiek, Shetlicid, Shiel, Smith, William G. Steele, Suratton, 
Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, Train, Trimble, 
Verree, Vibbard, Voorhees, Charles W. Walton, E. P. 


Walton, Washburne, Wheeler, Woodruff, and Wright—72 
NAYS—Mesers. Aldrich, All y, Ashley, Babbitt, Joseph 
Baily, Saker, Bingham, Trancis P. Blair, Jacob B. Blair, 


SammuclS. Blair, Biake, Buffinton, Campbell, Chamberlin, 


( . ments, Cox, Davis, Dawes, Diven, Edgerton, Edwards, 
Ely, Fenton, Fessenden, Fisher, Franchot, Frank, Gran- 
ger, Haight, Hale, Hanchett, Harrison, Hickman, Hooper, 
Hutchins, Julian, ee Lansing, Lehman, Looinis, 
McPherson, Mar: , Maynard, Moorhead, Anson P. Mor 
rill, Noell, Olin, Potter, John If. Rice, Shanks, Sherman, 
Sloan, Spaulding, J hn B. Steele, Stevens, Trowbridge, 





Vallandi rhan . \ an Hiorn, 
8. Whit 
Worcester —66. 


Van Valkenburgh, Wall, Wal 
Wickliffe, Wilson, Windom, and 





» the amendment was concurred in. 
Sixteenth amendment: 


Mmament: 


In Hine fourteen. second section, 
“lawful mone 


strike out the words 
y,?? and insert in lieu thereof * the coin.” 


e ofthe Whole on the state of the 





Union recommended concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Seventeenth amendment: 
In line twenty-one, second section, strike out the words 


“any State or county,” and in lieu thereof insert “ or under 
State authority ;”? so that the clause will read: 

And all stocks, bonds, and other securities of the United 
States, held by individuals, corporations, or associations 
within the United States, shall be exempt from taxation by 
or under State thority 

The Committe ee of the Whole on the 
Union recommended concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in 

Eichteenth amendment: 

Insert the following as an additional section: 

Sec. 4. .9nd be it further enacted 

Treasury may receive from any person or persons, or 
any corporation, United States notes on deposit for notless 





state of the 


than thirty days, in sums of not less than $100, with any of 


the Assistant Treasurers or designated depositaries of the 
United States authorized by the Seeretary of the Treasury 
to receive them, who shall issue theretor certificates of de 
posit, made in such form as the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall prescribe, and said certificate of deposit shall bear 
interést at the rate of five per cent. per annum; and any 
amount of United States notes so deposited may be with 
drawn from deposit at any time, aftcr ten days’ notice, on 
the return of said certificates: Provided, That the interest 
on ail such deposits shall cease and determine at the pleas- 
ure of the Secretary of the Treasury: .4nd provided further, 
That the aggregate of such deposits shall at no time exceed 
the amount of $25,000,000. 


tee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union recommended concurrence in the amend- 
ment, with the following amendment: 

After the word * notes,” in the third line, add the words 
‘*or coin,’ and after the word “rate,” in the tenth line, 
strike out the words * of five,’ and insert “ which the Sec 
retary of the Treasury may, from time to time, prescribe, 
not exceeding six,’’ and atter the word * notes,” in the 
cleventh line, insert the words ** or coin ;’’ so that the sec- 
tion will read: 

Sec. 4. 
the Treasury may receive from any person or persons, or 
any corporation, United States notes or coin on deposit for 
not less than thirty days, in sums of not less than $100, with 


any of the Assistant Treasurers or designated depositaries of 


the United States authorized by the Scerctary of the Treas- 


ury to reccive them, who shall issue therefor certificates of 


deposit, made in such form as the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury shall prescribe, and said certificates of deposit shall bear 
interest at the rate which the Secretary of the Treasury 
may, from time to time, prescribe, not exceeding six per 
cent. per annuin; and any amount of United States notes 
or coin so deposited may be withdrawn from deposit at any 
time after ten days’ notice on the return of said certificates : 
Provided, That the interest on all such deposits shall cease 
and determine at the pleasure of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury: «dnd provided further, That the aggregate of such de- 
posits shall at no time exceed the amount of $25,000,000. 
Mr. HOOPER. I consider the adoption of the 
fifteenth amendment of the Senate, which author- 
zes the Treasurer to sell the bonds at the market 
price, as an Invitation to the public to depreciate 
their value, and so entirely contrary to the prin- 


ciple of the bill, that [ move to lay ‘the bill, with 
the amendments, on the table. 


h Mr. WASHBURNE. The bill is not before || 


tlre Ebouse. 


» That the Secretary of 


“ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 





The SPEAKER. 


A motion to lay a sing! 


amendment on the table carries the bil] with 
Mr. HOOPER. I move to lay this ame ae nt 
on the table; and demand the yeas and nays on 


that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided jn 
the negative—yeas 2}. nays 110; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baker, Samuel 8. Blair, Diven, Eliot 
Fisher, Granger, Hickman, Hooper, Anson P. Moprri)| 
Justin 8. Morrill, Norton, Olin, Pendleton, Sedgwick, Shey 
field, Shiel, Sloan, Stevens, Benjamin F. Thoinas, Taj) 
and Vallandigham—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Ancona, Ashley, Ba) 
bitt, Goldsmith F. Bailey, Joseph Baily, Baxter, Be: ame 
Bingbam, Jacob B. Blair, Blake, William G. Brown, Bu; 
finton, Calvert, Campbell, Chamberlin, Clark, Clements 
Cobb, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Couway, 
Cox, Cravens, Cutler, Davis, Dawes, Dunlap, Dunn, Ei 
wards, Ely, English, Fenton, Fessenden, Franchot, Fray k, 
Goodwin, Grider, Gurley, Haight, Hale, Hanchett, Narding, 
Harrison, Holman, Uuteliins, Johnson, Julian, Kell v. Kil. 
linger, Knapp, Law, Leary, Lehman, Loomis, Lovejoy, 
McKnight, McPherson, Mallory, Marston, Maynard, Men 
zies, Moorhead, Nixon, Noble, Noell, Nugen, Pation, Perry, 
Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, Price, Johu H. Rice, Ries 
ardson, Riddle, Sargent, Shanks, Shellabarger, Sh rman, 
Smith, Spaulding, John B. Steele, William G. oe ele, Str at 
ton, Francis Thomas, Trimble, Trowbridge, Van i rn 
Van Valkenburgh, Verree, Vibbard, Voorhees, Wal 
Charles W. Walton, E. P. Walton, Ward, Washburne, 
Webster, Wheeler, Whaley, Aibert 5. White, Wie slit 
Wilson, Windom, Woodruff, Worcester, and Wrig 

So the House refused to lay the nehiinent on 
the table. 

During the vote, 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, stated that he hac 
paired off, on this vote, with Mr. Horton. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to; and 
the amendment as amended was concurred in. 





Nineteenth amendment 

Add the following as an additional section to the bill: 

Sec. 5. 4nd he it further enacted, That all duties o 
ported goods, the proceeds of the sale of the public 


and the proceeds of all property seized and sold under the 
laws of the United States as the property of rebels, s 

sect apart as a special fund, and shall be applied a WS! 
First. To the payment in coin of the interest on the bonds 


and notes of the United States. Second. Tothe p st 
or payment of one per cent. of the entire debt of the United 
States, to be made within each fiscal year after the }-t day 
of July, 1862, which is to be set apart as a sinking fund, and 
the interest of which shall in like manner be applied tot 
purchase or payment of the public debt as the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury shall, from time to time, direct. Third. T 
residue thereof to be paid into the Treasury of the United 
States, 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union recommended non-concurrence. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. CALVERT demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
Maine, and Exior, were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 5], noes 52 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 

The remainder of the amendments, being merely 
verbal, were read, voted on in gross, and s severally 
concurred in. 

NITED STATES BRANCH MINTS 

Mr. MAYNARD. I ask leave to report from 
the Committee of Ways and Means abil! to estab- 
lish a branch mint of the United States at Denver, 
in the Territory of Colorado. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Ifthe bill be receiv 
I shall move to refer it to the Committee on Com- 
merce, which has before ita bill to establish a 
branch mint at Nevada. I think the two subjects 
ought to go together. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman object 
to the reception of the bill? 

Mr. MAYNARD. I propose to ask that the 
bill be read twice, and the bill and report prin ed 
and referred back to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. I have no objection to its being referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I do not object to that 
I whl get the opinion of the Committee on Com- 
merce whether the »y will not report their bill back, 
and have it referred to the Committee of Wa 
and Means. Both ought to go together. 

There being no objection, the bill was read « 
— and second time, ordered to be printed, and 


ecommitted to the ‘Committee of Ways and 
Meena. 


Rice, 


SHIP CANAL. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reportetl a 


bill to construct 4 
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ship canal for the passage of armed and naval ves- 
sels from the Mississippi river to Lake Michigan, 
and for other purposes; which was read a first and 


second time, ordered to be printed, and recommit- | 


ted to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr.STEVENS. I move thatthe rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House ac- 
cordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. WHEeEeL_er 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
bill of the House No. 259, making appropriations 
for the support of the Post Office Department, for 
the year ending 30th June, 1863; on which the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Voornees] was en- 
titled to the floor. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. Chairman, the first 
duty, perhaps, of one who attempts to address a 
deliberative body, is a clear and candid definition 
of his own position on the subject under discus- 
sion. 1 am willing and ready to meet that re- 
quirement on this occasion. I propose to discuss 
the duty of the Federal Government in its rela- 
tion to the unhappy war which now afflicts the 
nation, and the objects for which alone that war 
should be prosecuted. And standing here, a loyal 
and faithful citizen, recognizing to the fullest ex- 
tent the bond of my allegiance, | declare my pur- 
pose to sustain the Government with all my en- 
ergies in all its constitutional efforts to maintain 
unbroken the union of these States as our fathers 
made it; that I will sustain it with all my energies 
in so conducting this war that it shall **not be 
waged in the spirit of conquest or subjugation, tor 
for the purpose of overthrowing or interfering 
with the rights or institutions of the States; but 
to defend and maintain the supremacy of the 
Constitution, and to preserve the Union with all 
the dignity, equality, and rights of the several 
States unimpaired;”’ but that | shall oppose umal- 
terably, in all constitutional methods, and to the 
utmost of my ability, the prosecution of this war 
for the purpose of subjugating the southern States, 
reducing them to the condition of Territories, sub- 
verting their institutions and laws, or liberating 
their slaves. ‘This position I conceive to be one 
on which every lover of the Union, every disci- 


ple of the Constitution, every friend of human- | 


ity, can stand. It is the rock of the Constitution; 
and he who places his feet upon it may defy the 
storm which rages around him. 

Sir, a sympathy with the rebellious and seceded 
States is now a favorite charge to bring against 
men in public life; and to relieve themselves of 
such an odium the brief hour which is allotted to 
members on this floor is usually occupied in fierce 
denunciations and labored invective against the 
crime and folly of secession. I shall follow no 
such example. Hard words and brave threats 
neither Weaken our enemies nor strengthen us. 
This war will not be brought to aclose by strong 
expressions of hate, nor is such a course consist- 
ent with a high order of statesmanship. If Mr. 
Seward could instruct our minister at the Court of 
St. James to ‘ indulge in no expressions of harsh- 


ness, or disrespect, or even impatience, concerning | 
the seceding States, their agents, or their people,”’ | 
1 will certainly be pardoned for turning my atten- | 


tion to the consideration of our own duties, and 
the questions within our own control, rather than 
consume my time in an idle and harmless display 
of indignation against the wickedness of the south- 
ern rebellion. 1 shall proceed at once to that con- 
sideration. 

Other nations, Mr. Chairman, have undergone, 
as well as we, the heavy strokes of adversity. 


The visitations of God have fallen upon the chil- | 


dren of men inallages. The trumpet of the sixth 
angel, arousing the spirit of slaughter, has pealed 
an unbroken strain from the beginning of the 
world to the present hour. 


tude of the interests involved. 


rights more dear, and hopes more infinite and 
stretching further into futurity than were ever be- 
fore gives to the custody of a Government; and 
our fall as a nation, if fall we must, will be from 
a loftier height of happiness than any people ever 


We are not alone or | 
singular in our afflictions, except in the magni- | 
In the value of | 
these we stand alone, without a parallel. We | 
hold in trust for posterity interests more vast, || 


trod before, and into a depth of woe and dark- 
ness as hopeless and despairing as that murky 
clime to which the bright son of the morning fell, 
in his eternal fall, never to hope again. When | 
speak of our fall, however, as a nation, I do not 
| allude simply to the dismemberment of our terri- 
tory—the dissolution of the Union. This, it is 
true, is a disaster too fearful to contemplate; a 
| vision which I pray may never ** sear mine cye- 
balls’? with its awful fulfillment. ‘The Union was 
established by the prayers, the tears, the groans, 
the blood of a generation which stands exalted in 
all that ennobles the human race over all the other 
renerations of men which the earth has witnessed. 
| lt comes down to us rich with the odor of blessed 
memories. To preserve it in its purity, to restore 
it to its glory, to lift it up once more for the civil- 
ized world to look at and admire, to bequeath it 
unimpaired in its beneficent grandeur to our chil- 
dren, is a cause in which every sacrifice, save that 
of eternal truth, becomes cheap and easy. For 
that cause [ desire, in my humble capacity, to 
speak to-day. For that cause | can say, with the 
eye of Omniscience for my witness, no life be- 
tween the two oceans that bound this continent 
| would be more willingly offered than mine. 
Jut a creater evil, a more fatal cal unity to us 


and our posterity than evena hostile line of divis- 


ion across the heart of the nation is, in my jude- 
ment, here threatened on this floor. The fall of 
this Republic can never be complete until the Con- 
stitution is overthrown. A portion of its terri- 
tory may be torn away, treason may rob it of 
much of its treasure, the lightning may descend 
and scatter some of its beautiful branches, and 
| seam and scarits stately trunk; butif the immor- 
tal principles of the Constitution are left, the sap 
| of hfe will rise again, and the leaves will come in 
the spring. Destroy them, and the tree of liberty, 
like agirdled tree of the western forests, will hasten 
to decay, and fall to the earth, to be removed as 
rubbish by the hand of some tyrant and usnrper. 
Sir, what is it that constitutes the value of Amer- 
ican citizenship? ITs it vast possessions and ex- 
tensive boundaries? What to me, what to you, 
is the possession of the four quarters of the rlobe, 
and all the islands of the sea, if we have not as 
our shield, our buckler, and our defense, the Con- 
| stitution of our fathers? Within its sacred folds 
are garnered up the great crown-jewels of human 
freedom. First, and above all, at every hazard, 
and in the face of all consequences, permit not 
the citizen to be robbed of these jewels. They 
constitute his all; they render his person sacred; 
they make his roof protect him at home; they 
enable him when abroad to exclaim with more 
weight than the Roman of old, that he is an Amer- 
ican citizen; they open his prison doors in time 
of trouble; they place him before his accusers; 
they give hima trial by his peers; they protect him 
in the enjoyment of the hard-earned labor of his 
hands; they tell him, in tones of angelic sweetness, 
| to eat in peace the bread which he has earned in 
the sweat of his face. They are all, all, sir, all 
that render American citizenship significant of 
| liberty, significant of free-born, upright, glorious 
manhood throughout the world. For me, let me 
wear and enjoy them, though my possessions 
should be no broader than the narrow limits to 
which we all hasten, and where the weary heart 
finds rest. 
But we are constantly reminded by those who 
propose to violate the ‘Constitution, that we are 


|} in the midst of a national crisis which calls for the 
exercise of powers not contained in that instru- 
ment. I deny this proposition, and assert on the 
contrary that the restoration of the Union will be 
accomplished byand through the instrumentality 
of the Constitution, and a strict observance of its 
provisions, or not at all. And now, sir, in this 
connection, I propose to discuss in some of its 
most important bearings one of the measures in- 
troduced into this House as the highest offering 
| which, in the judgment of its friends, statesman- 
ship can bring at this time to the cause of ourun- 
happy country. 

The members of this body, on the 2d day of 
December, had but fairly become seated, and the 
sound of the roll-call had scarcely died away, 
until with hot haste the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts (Mr. Extot] introduced the following 
| resolutions: 


\\ 
|| * Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of | 


\| te United States of America in Congress awembied, 1. That 
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in behalf of the people of these States, we do again sol 
emnily declare thatthe war in which we are engaged against 
the insurgent bodies now in arms against the Government 
has for its object the suppression of such rebellion aud the 
t tablishment of the rightful authority of the national 
Coystitution and laws over tue eutire extentoft our com 
mon country; 2. That while we disclaim all power under 
the Constitution to interfere by ordinary legislation with 
the institutions of the several States, yet the war now ex 
isting must be conducted according to the ordinary usages 
and rights of military service, and that during its continu- 
anee the recognized authority of the maxim that the safety 
of the State is the highest law, subordinates rights of prop- 
erty and dominates over civil relations; 3. That therefore 
we do hereby declare that, in our judginent, the President 
of the United States, as the Commander-in-Chief of our 
Army, and the officers in command under him, have the 
right to emancipate all persous beld as slaves in any mili 
tary district in a state of insurrection against the national 
Government, and that we respectfully advise that such or 
der ofemancipation be issued whenever the same will avail 
to weaken t powerotthe rebels in arms, or to stre ogthen 
the military power of th¢ loyal torees.’’ 


A few moments afterwards the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania | Mr. Stevens}—who | think may 
justly be considered as the leader of his party— 
not to be outdone, and to assert his right to be 
looked upon as the head of the abolition church, 
net even respecting the claims of the gendeman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Levesoy,] introduced the fol- 
lowing as his plan for the restoration of the Gov- 


ernment of our fathers: 


* Whereas slavery has enused the present rebellion in 
the United States; and whereas there can be no solid and 
permanent peace and union in this Republic so long as that 
institution exists within it; and whereas slaves are now 
used by the rebels as an essential means of supporting and 
protracting the war; and whereas by the law ot nations it 
is right to liberate the slaves of an enemy to weaken his 
power: "Therefore, 

** Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
‘Thatthe President be requested to declare tree, and to direet 
all of our generals and officers in command to order free 
dom toall slaves who shall leave their masters, or who shall 
aid in quelling this rebellion. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, ‘That the United 
States pledge@ahe faith of the Union to make full and fair 
compensation to all loyal citizens who are and shall remain 
active in supporting the Union for all the loss they may 
sustain by virtue of this act.” 


i 
t 
t 


Not an hour was lost, sir, in the Inauguration, 
on this floor, of the schemes of universal abolition- 
ism and their prolonged discussion. The country 
witnessed this evil omen with amazement and 
alarm. The idea that Coneress cherished the re- 
motest design of attempting to interfere with or 
abolish slavery in the southern States had never 
entered the minds of the people. That the war in 
which we are engaged was to be prosecuted for 
such a purpose they had no right to believe, if 
there is any faitheto be put in the pledges of the 
public men now in power. But in what light are 
these subjects placed before the country now? 
The distinguished leaders of the party which has 
control here on this floor, have, day after day, 
during this session, proclaimed the power and the 
purpose by congressional action to strike down 
the domestic institutions of the States, and I fear 
they are supported by a majority of the House. 
The four millions of siaves held by the southern 


States are to be declared free by the proclamation 


poses. 


of the President or by act of Congress. And other 
und further atrocities are proposed in this con- 
nection which I will allude to before 1 close. 

I wish, first, sir, to show inthe amplest and most 
conclusive manner that this pernicious movement 
is an act of intolerable bad faith on the part of the 
party In power towards Union men of the coun- 
try. Lassert here on this floor, and shall prove 
before I sit down, that, if universal emancipation 
is now to be the policy of the Government in its 
prosecution of this war, a foul deception has been 
practiced on the loyal people of the nation, and 
our Army has been obtained and.mustered into 
the field by false pretenses more gross than were 
ever before perpetrated to obtain the means with 
which to carry out secret and unhallowed pur- 
By what magic cry came six hundred 
thousand men into the tented field? By what token 
and signal did they muster for the fierce arena of 
civil conflict?) By what strong appeal were they 
aroused from their slumbers of peace, and induced 
to exchange home and its happiness for the dread 
alarums of war? In what name was the citizen 
transformed into the soldier? In what sign does 
he propose to conquer? Sir, these are questions 
pregnant with the fate of the future. The people 
are asking them; the soldiers of our great Army 
are asking them, in dismay at the evil machina- 
tions of abolitionists in and out of Congress. 
Their answer is at hand, and embraced within 
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A tew short and 
eventful months ago the authorities of the Gov- 
ernment called for an army more vast than Ceasar 
or Napoleon ever commanded on the field of bat- 
tlhe Such a movement had to be sanctioned by 
1 cuUBE equal in its importance. ' 


records which will pot perish. 


The cause, as 
isserted, was one to which no true American 

{turn a deaf ear. The maintenance of the 
Constitution, the restoration of the Union, and the 
enforcement of the laws were proclaimed as the 
ofty purposes for which the tread of armed men 
shook the continent. Toa people proud of their 
Government, and supremely blest under its benig- 
nant workings, such an appeal was irresistible. 
With it was mingled none of the heresies which 
are now the watchwords of a powerful party on 
this floor. 

Let us turn and look back briefly on some in- 

idents of but recent occurrence, but which seem 
already to be fading from the recollections of men. 
his listening and wondering countrymen, and in 
the presence of his oath to support the Constitu- 
tion, the President of the United States held the 
following language: 

‘{ have no purpose, difectly or indirectly, to interfere 
with the institution of slavery in the States where it exists. 
{ believe | have no lawful right to do so, and I have no in 
clination to do so.”’ 


This position was assumed ata time when every 
word spoken by the new Executive was carefully 
weighed by an anxious country; and when ina 
brief space afterwards the nation was convulsed 
by actual conflict, this definition of his constitu- 
ioual power over the subject of slavery was re- 
membered and trusted by a patriotic people. They 
aw in ita solemn pledge, given in the most delib- 
erate manner, and under circumstances the most 
imposing, that their energies were not to be called 
ipon by this Administration to overthr6w the laws 
and the guarantees of the Constitution. But the 
President did not stop there. He went further on 
that occasion, and used language on the subject 
if the fugitive slave law, and our duties under it, 
vhich gave hope to the friends of law and order, 
but which, I fear, will scarcely be considered now 
as the utterances of a loyal man by the zealous 
geutlemen on the opposite side of the Chamber. 
lle spoke on that subject, as follows: 

‘ There is much controversy about the delivering up of 
fugitives from service or labor. The clause Ll now read is 
as plainly written in the Constitution as any other of its 
provisions: * No person held to service or labor in one State 
under the laws thercof escaping into anMher, shall,in conse 
quence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from 


such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of 


the party to whom such service or labor may bedue.’ [tis 
scarcely questionable that this provision was intended by 
those who made it for the reclaiming of what we call fagi- 
tive slaves; and the intention.of the lawgiver is the law. 
All members of Congress swear their support to the whole 
Constitution, to this provision as much asany other. Tothe 


On the 4th day of March last, in the presence of 


proposition, then, that slaves whose cases come within the | 


terms of this clause shall be delivered up their oaths are 
unanimous.” 

How strange all this sounds here now, and in 
what startling contrast with the principles daily 
announced by thegreat leaders of that party which 
nade Mr, Lincoln President! No power to touch 
the institution of slavery in the States, and a faith- 
ful enforcement of the fugitive slave law! Eleven 
months ago such was the doctrine proclaimed on 
the eastern steps of this Capitol by the President. 
Such the honest, confiding people believed it would 
conunue to be when they threw aside the imple- 
ments of peaceful industry, and resorted to the 
sword, 

But these positions of the President are now 
repudiated, because, as it is asserted, they were 
assumed under circumstances far different from 
those which exist at present. The shortest an- 
swer to this feeble excuse for a flagrant violation 
of the Constitution exists in the following extract 
from the message of the President of July 4 to 
the extra session of Congress: 

** Lest there be some uneasiness in the minds of candid 
men as to what is to be the course of the Government to- 
wards the southern States after the rebellion shall have 
been suppressed, the Executive deems it proper to say it 
will be his purpose then, as ever, to be guided by the Con- 
stitution and the laws; and that he will probably have no 
different understanding of the powers and duties of the 
Federal Government relatively to the rights of the States 
and the people under the Constitution than that expressed 
in the inaugural address.”’ 


Thus was the pledge which was made in the in- 
augure! address, on the 4th of March, renewed 
in explicit terms on the 4th of July. The fires of 
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civil war which were smoldering and hid in March 
were leaping up to the very heavens in July. The 
rebellion which in March looked like a distant 
speck had spread untilit darkened half the sky by 
midsummer. Its boundaries were as large then as 
now, and its flag was floating in defiance in sight of 
the presidential mansion. Batties had been fought, 
lives lost, property destroyed, treasures plun- 
dered, forts taken, the flag torn and dishonored, 
and the authority of the Government driven out 
ofeleven States of the Union with insultand scorn. 
Yet, in the face of all this, with the full propor- 
tions of this great rebellion inclear view, the Presi- 
dent reasserted the policy of the inaugural; and in 
doing so,again announced that he neither had the 
power nor the inclinationdo interfere with slavery 
in the States where it exists, and that the fugitive 
slave law must be enforced and obeyed. 

Sir, where 


sion? In what cave were the winds then impris- 
oned? What enchantment chained the fiery zeal 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. E:- 
1or?} What prudential considerations induced 
the veteran leader from Pennsylvania (Mr. Ste- 
VENS] to nurse his wrath, and keep it warm fora 
future day? Where was the able gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Bincuam,] who now champions the 
cause of abolitionism so warmly and so gallantly? 
And even the voice of the gentleman trom Illi- 
nois, [Mr. Lovesoy,] who, like the war horse 
of the Scriptures, is eager for the battle, where 
the negro is involved, was silent. Ay, sir, they 
were silent then, and silent all. The day and the 
hour had not yet arrived to throw off the disguise 
which was assumed to hide the purposes which 
are now avowed. Soldiers were yet rushing to 
the field. The great Army was not yet complete. 
The music of the Union yet resounded through 
the land, unmarred by the discordant cry of aboli- 
tionism. ‘There were no speeches then in favor 


| of universal emancipation, servile insurrections, 


| thing better than speaking. 


| he has proclaimed that to be the true policy of | 


| 





the destruction of State governments, and their | 


reduction to the condition of Territories. Far 
otherwise. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman will pardon 
me; L was not altogether silent during the special 
session upon that subject. 


Mr. VOORHEES. Certainly not; but the gen- | 


tleman will hardly assert that his voice was heard 
as it has been during the present session, 


Mr. BINGHAM. No, sir; but I did some- 


t 


ment, gives freedom to five hundred thousand 
slaves. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Butthe gentleman did not 
extend his proposition then to the liberation of 
the whole four millions of slaves ofthe South. Yet 


the Government during the present session on 
this floor. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Of course not; but it did go, | 


in my judgment, to the extent of five hundred 
thousand slaves. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Yes, sir; his proposition 
at the extra session, -he thinks, would liberate 
only about five hundred thousand slaves; but in 
his speech on the 15th of January, of the present 
session, he asserts it to be the duty of the Gov- 
ernment to declare free the whole four millions 
of slaves held in the South. But, sir, to pro- 


ceed. 


I have thus shown the faith which the highest | 
officer in the Government plighted with the people | 


on this subject. There I might rest, and call upon 
him in the name of the people to frown upon the 
efforts which his political partisan friends are 


making here to cause that faith to be broken. But | 


there arc others of eminent position, and in whom 
the people have their highest hopes and interests 
canbiel, who gave public assurances in the early 
stages of this war of the manner in which itshould 
be conducted with regard to slavery, to which I 
desire to call the attention of the House and 
country. 

On the 26th day of May, at Cincinnati, General 
George B. McClellan, thena name comparatively 
unknown, now filling the civilized world where 
ever the story of our great calamity has pene- 


trated, issued his proclamation to the Union men | 


of Western Virginia. With it as his forerunner, 
he crossed the Ohio river with ten thousand sons 
of the Great West, and planted his banner on the 


then was the indignant thunder | 
which has shook this Hall during the present ses- | 


I reported a bill | 
which passed this House, and which, in my judg- | 








February 20 
a ’ 
soil of a slave State. Was his mission to « pro- 
claim liberty throughoutall the land to al} the in- 
habitants thereof,’’ according to the ster otyped 
war cry now on this floor? Did his soldix rs, So ve 
and honest men, feel, according to the speec! 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Sr; 
VENS,] that the cause in which they had shoul- 
dered their muskets would not enable them to ¢, 
tend successfully with the rebel forces unless their 
march became a crusade for the freedom of 1} 
slave? No, sir, nothing of this. 


1 of 


The general 


commanding held the following language on the 
manner in which his campaign was to be con. 


ducted: 


** Notwithstanding all that has been said by the traitors 
to induce you to believe that our advent among yon wili be 
signalized by interference with your slaves, understand one 
thing clearly, not only will we abstain from all such inter 

| ference, but we will, on the contrary, with an iron hand, 
crush any attempt at insurrection on their part.” 

I remember well how this proclamation of the 
young western general rang through the country, 
Its terms suited the law-abiding people of the 

| mighty Northwest. It filled them with bright an- 
ticipations of his future, which I hope may all be 
fulfilled. They took this proclamation as a pledg 7 
sanctioned, too, by the Executive, that the arms 
of the Government were to be used to maintain 
all the laws, State and Federal, throughout the 
nation. It was worth, sir, to the recruiting ser- 
vice a hundred thousand men in the valley of the 
Mississippl. : 
I know not howit was received away up towards 
the north star, in the cold latitude of New England, 
where the abolition of slavery is an object of fa 
dearer and higher import than the reconstruction 
of the Unicn on the basis of the Constitution. But 
at least no cry of horror arose from that virtuous 
region then, no explosive protest burst from Puri 
tan lips. Their hour had not been reached, ihe 
| fullness of time had not come, the ranks of the 

Army were not full, and they waited—yes, sir, 
| they waited! But is the pledge which was given 
to the true friends of the Constitution and the 
| Union by the commanding general of the armies 
of the United States on the banks of the Ohio, to 
be broken on the banks of the Potomac? He has 
since then drawn his sword in a new and higher 
field; he has stepped upon atheater, with the world 
for hisaudience; he walks upon the dizzy heights 
of human greatness, so far as official station can 
bestow it; the field of fame lies open before him, 
in which to win a name that will never perish, to 
become one of the immortal few who cannot die; 
| but no change of circumstances or of fortune can 
release him, in the minds of an honest and confid- 
ing people, from the obligations which he assumed 
when he opened hiscareer by the invasion of West- 
ern Virginia. They call upon him now, as he 
promised then, toabstain from all interference with 
the institution of slavery, and with an iron hand 
to crush any attempt at servile insurrection. 

But, sir, [ shall proceed with the testimony. 
The record of the first ninety days of this war 1s 
filled with it. No sound was then heard above 
the roar of the conflict, save the Union, the Con- 
stitution, and*the enforcement of all the laws. 
The ear of the new recruit drank in its sweet 
strains as he left his home to join in ‘* battle’s 
magnificently stern array.’? The poisonous ma- 
laria of abolitionism had not then, as now, tainted 
every gale which swept from this Capitol. Even 
Massachusetts furnished a high order of evidence 
to the country that this war was to be conducted 
within the limits of the Constitution, and that the 
|| States of the South were to be protected in the 
|| enjoyment of their domestic institutions. 

On the 9th day of May, from his headquarters 
at Annapolis, in the slave State of Maryland, Gen- 
eral Benjamin F. Butler spoke as follows, in a let- 
| ter to Governor Andrew, of Massachusetts, on 
| the subject of his duty in his military capacity to- 
| wards the institution of slavery. I commend it to 

the consideration of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Evrot] who introduced the reso- 
1 lutions now under discussion: 


} 





‘On the morning following my landing, I was informed 
that the city of Annapolis and environs were in danger from 
an insurrection of the slave population, in defiance of the 
laws of the State. What was I todo? I had promised to 


put down a white mob, and to preserve and enforce the laws 
against that. Ought I to allow a black one any preference 
| in a breach of the laws? I understood that [ was armed 
|| against all inftactions of the laws, whether by white or 
black, and upon that understanding I acted, certainly with 
|| promptness and efficiency.” 





~— a 














1862. 
Again, in the same letter, and speaking on the 
same subject, the following sentiments occur: 


‘*T appreciate fully your excellency’s suggestion as to 
the inherent weakness of the rebels, arising from the pre- 
ponderance of their servile population. The question, then, 
is: in What manner shall we take advantage of that weak- 
ness? By allowing, and of course arming, that population 
to rise upon the defenseless women and children of the 
country, carrying rapine, arson, and murder—all the horrors 
of San Domingo a million times magnified—among those 
whom we hope to reunite with us as brethren, many of | 
whom are already so, and all who are worth preserving will 
be when this horrible madness shall have passed away or be | 
thrashed out of them! Would your excellency advise the 
troops under my command to make war in person upon the 
defenseless women and children of any part of the Union, 
accompanied with brutalities too horrible to be named? 
You will say, ‘God forbid!’ If we may not do so in per- 
son, shall we arm others so to do, over Whom we have no 
restraint, exercise no control; and who, when once they 
have tasted blood, may turn the very arms we have put in 
their hands against ourselves, as a part of the oppressing 
white race ? 

“The reading of history, so familiar to your excellency, 
will tell you the bitterest cause of complaint which our 
fathers had against Great Britain, in the war of the Revolu- 
tion, was the arming, by the British Ministry, of the red 
man with the tomahawk and the sealping-knife againstthe 
women and the children of the colonies, so that the phrase 
*may we notuse all the means which God and nature have 
put in our power to subjugate the colonies,’ has passed into 
a legend of infamy against the leader of that Ministry who 
used it in Parliament. Shall history teach us in vain ? 
Could we justify ourselves to ourselves? Although with 
arms in our hands, amid the savage wildness of camp and 


TH 


| patriotic countrymen his views as follows: 


| right of the southern man to hold slaves? Here 


| to do so; but the people at the time believed him, 


' curtain was withdrawn, and the bloody drama 


field, we may have blunted many of the finer moral sensi- || 


bilities in letting loose four millions of worse than savages 
upon the homes and hearths of the South, can we be jus- | 
tified to the Christian community of Massachusetts? Would 
such a course be consonant with the teachings of our holy 
religion? J have a very decided opinion upon the subject, 
and if any one desires, and | know your excellency does 
not, this unhappy contest to be prosecuted in that manner, 
some instrument other than myself must be found to carry 
it on.” 


Thus spoke General Butler, under the eye and 
the sanction of the President of the United States, 


| of what he said. Sir, I challenge the attention of 


| of desperate measures, to the principles deliber- 
| ately Jaid down by the great leader of the great 
| party of the North, when we were not only en- 


on the 9th day of May, 1861. The Capitol was |) 


then in danger. The cry that went forth then 


armed men to surround and save the archives of | 
the nation. The torn flag of Fort Sumter was | 
held up before the indignant gaze of the country, 
and a patriotic people were called upon to restore 
it to its original luster, and cause it to wave once 
more over the Government which our fathers or- 
dained. In the midst of all this came the grate- 
ful assurance which I have just read, that the laws 
of the southern States were to be upheld, and that 
neither white mobs nor black mobs were to be al- 
lowed to violate them. How stands Massachu- 
setts on that question to-day? Does she indorse | 
her general of the 9th of May as he was indorsed 
by the President? Will she consent that her troops 
shall be used to put down servile insurrections in 
the South, and to enforce the laws of slave States 
as they find them? Will her Representatives on 
this floor vote money to carry on this war in the 
manner pledged by General Butler on the 9th day 
of May? She silently acquiesced in his princi- 
ples then, and waited for a more auspicious mo- | 
ment for the promulgation of her heresies. Bos- 
ton sat quietly on her hills,and stifled her groans. 
She consoled herself with a future hope, and per- 
haps enjoyed a vision of secret purposes deferred, 


| 


but at last fulfilled. But, sir, the plain masses of || 
the country, who enjoy none but an outside view ¢| 


of public affairs, looked upon this letter of General | 
Butler, written with the silent approbation of the | 
President, as another high promise, not made to | 
be broken, on the subject of slavery in connection | 
with the war in which we are so unhappily en- 
gaged. It may be broken now, it may be treated 
as idle and unmeaning by a majority of this 
House; but permit me to say, that when that is 
done, another and powerful reason will be fur- 
nished to posterity for regarding with strong aver- 
sion the abolition party of the present day. 
But to proceed in the examination of the record. 
Sir, there is one name which will live long, if not 


war. Many men have been brought before the 
public and hasan thrust upon them by the convul- 
sive events of the last few months; but the names 
of none’ will remain fresh in the minds of the 
people longer, I imagine, than that of the late Sec- | 
retary at War, whois now performing a pilgrimage 
to the cold regions of Russia. The last days of 
his administration of the War Department were 
signalized by his earnest efforts to arm the slave, | 
and to promote the cause of universal abolition- 
ism. But even he, in the early stage of his great 


| of each one of the Territories over which the dispute has 





| opposite side to this barrier raised in an unex- 
poses quarter against the fulfillment of their fond 
a 


| to Mr. Adams, the American minister to England; 


| for our cause in the favorable public opinion of 


from here was a burning and constant appeal for |} mankind. 


| ministration, has always repudiated all designs whatever 


‘ i C y ot || thority, even though the President and Congress 
enviably, in connection with the history of this || 
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their agents, or their people; but you will, on the contrary 


\ 
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struggle, when he was daily and hourly appealing 
to the country for troops, left on record the strong 
condemnation of the policy which he afterwards 
adopted, and which is sought to be fastened on 
the country by the action of this House. Mr. 
Cameron at that time took the pains to tell his 


all the while remember that those States are now, ay tht v 
always heretotore have been, and, notwithstanding their 
temporary self-delusion, they must always continue to be, 
equal and honored members of this Federal Union, and that 
their citizens, throughout all political misunderstandings 
and alienations, still are and always must be our kindred 
and countrymen.”’ 

On this doctrine, sir, | take my stand. It em- 
braces the deliberate conclusions of my mind and 
the sentiments of my heart. I believed in the prin- 
ciples laid down by the Secretary of State, on the 
10th day of April, when they were written, and I 
is the pledge of Mr. Cameron, then Secretary of believe in them ae if ouners mare onesie whe oyster 
War, that that right should be protects d. He then, | have not. Phe Union which I seek to have 
broke it, it is true, as far as it was in his power restored is the old Union, as it was made by our 

ancestors; nota new and different one, shaped and 
fashioned to suit the capricious notions of modern 
politicians. llongtosee the States once more re- 
united as ‘ equal and honored members of this 
Federal Union,”’ with the Constitution unchanged 
in letter or in spirit, extending its protection and 
its blessings alike to them all. I have no wish, 
however, for the kind of a Union which now seems 
to meet the approbation of many of the distin 
guished leaders of the dominant party. Rome 
her subjugated provinces reduced to squalid had 
wretchedness by her vast standing armies. Her 
trembling tributaries wailed and bled beneath her 
cruel power. Her consuls went forth to govern, 
to rob, to plunder, to scourge, and to crucify. She 
reduced independent sovereign States to territo- 
rial vassalage. She received theirenforced homage 
as aconqueror. She confiscated their lands and 
their substance. She filled her lap with extorted 
wealth. But does the sad sequel to her history 
commend her policy to us for adoption ? Stand- 
ing armies preyed upon ber vitals and smote down 
her liberties. Unwilling, uncqual, and dishonored 
States arose against her whenever the opportu- 
nity offered. ‘The Gaul, the Briton, the Tartar, 
the Hun, the Goth, the Vandal, all, 

** Dealt upon the seven-hilled city’s pride,”’ 


7 


**'This is a war for the Union, for the preservation of all 
constitutional fights of States, and the citizens of all the 
States of the Union.” 


Who is here to deny that it is the constitutional 


and flocked to the standard of the Union, never 
supposing for an instant that they would soon be 
called upon to strike down the Constitution and 
destroy constitutional rights. 

One more witness I shall call from the Cabinet 
of the present Administration. The distinguished 
head of the Department of State, when the boom- 
ing of the rebellious cannon had scarce died away 
at Fort Sumter, spoke on this subject to the na- 
tions of Europe and to the civilized world. The 


was open to his philosophic mind. He surveyed 
it calmly, and then fully and clearly wrote down 
the policy which the Administration now in power 
would pursue; and in his official capacity pledged 
the unsullied honor and untarnished faith of the 
Republic, in the face of the world, for the truth 


Congress and the country, now in this mad hour 


listing our own people in the awful struggle which 
is upon us, but when we were also seeking favor 


On the 22d day of April, 1861, Mr. Seward, 
writing to Mr. Dayton, our minister at the Court 
of the Emperor Napoleon, and treating of the sub- 


rifled her of her glory, and repaid her a thousand 
fold for the bitter humiliations which herarrogance 
had inflicted. All history repeats the same teach- 


; ; 
| ject of the present rebellion, said: || ing! 


England, in modern times, has contributed her 
example to this great lesson of history. Her whole 
existence has been one protracted struggle to hold 
within her grasp conquered and vassal colonies. 
Her success has, indeed, thus far been great, but 

| her experiment is notover. She has formed many 
| aN | unions with weaker Powers whose soil she has 
whether the revolution shall succeed or shall fail. he con- | laid waste and whose people she has murdered; 
dition of slavery in the several States will remain just the r 
sane whether it succeed or fail. There is not even a pre- || but what sorrowful spectacles they are! She has 
text for the complaint that the disaffected States are to be || a union with Ireland, but who wants to behold 
— ny ase come — if = ee — for || one like it on this continent, filled with blood, with 
2 g SO e states i e con on ot every ums ° : e . . . . ° 
eth agreed Sitenmehnantnee natant thasuma iain bitterness, with tears of grief, with cries of hate, 
and forms of administration whether the revolution shall || with charging armies, with revolution following 
succeed or fail. In the one case the States would be fed- || revolution in quick and horrid succession, and 
erally connected with the new confederacy ; in the other, | with all those repulsive crimes which forever at- 
they would, as now, be members of the United States; but |} ; 
their constitutions and laws, customs, habits, and institu- tend such events, and over which humanity has 
tions in either ease will remain the same. || shuddered and wept in all ages? No, sir; let us 
“It is hardly necessary to add to this incontestable state- || labor for no such Union as this. All history, all 
ment the further fact that the new President, as wellasthe | ages, and every clime contain volumes of teach- 
citizens through whose suffrages he has come into the ad- ° 4 : 
ing on this momentous subject. It becomes the 
| American statesman to heed their warnings. Give 
'us back the Union as it always heretofore has 
heen, consisting of ‘*equal and honored mem- 
| bers.”’? Fail to do this; strip the States of their 
| attributes as States under the Constitution and 
| reduce them to territorial bondage, a measure 
already introduced into the other branch of Con- 
| gress, and though our armies may be victorious 
Government that, under no circumstances, will it |} INevery field; though they may, in their triumph- 
interfere to change or abolish or modify any of || ant march, cross every river, scale every mount- 
the laws or institutions of the States which are in || ain, and encamp in every valley, from the Poto 
rebellion. Will that pledge be kept? Whatsay || mac to Mobile, there will never come aday when 
the leaders of the movement for universal eman- || the angel of peace will return to the land; there 
cipation to this? Mr. Seward says that such a will never come aday when the drum-beat and 
measure would be prevented by the judicial ai- the roll-call of vast standing armies shiall cease 
to be heard; and there will never come a day 
| when the footfall of the Federal tax-gatherer shall 
cease to be heard at the threshold of every la- 
borer’s hamlet from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
ocean. There will be no peace in such a Union. 
The lightning of civil war will be forever playing 
in fitful gleams along our horizon. The people 
of the South are “‘ our kindred and countrymen,”’ 
and the blood which we inherit in common, the 
proud race to which we belong, never yielded a 
passive obedience to the degrading conditions of 
Inequality and dishonor. [| am fully aware that 
the sword must now bring the conclusion of this 


‘¢T need not further elaborate the proposition that the rev 
olution is without a cause; it has not even a pretext. 

‘Tt is just as clear thatitis withoutan object. Moral and 
physical causes have determined inflexibly the character 


arisen, and both parties after the election harmoniously 
agreed on all the Federal laws required for their organiza 
tion. The Trrritories will remain in all respects the same, 


and whenever imputed to him and them of disturbing the 
system of slavery as itis existing under the Constitution and 
laws. The case, however, would not be fully presented if 
I were to omit to say that any such efforton his part would | 
be unconstitutional; and all bis actions in that direction 
would be prevented by the judicial authority, even though 
they were assented to by Congress and the people.”’ 


Sir, this language needs no comment. It speaks 
plainly for itself. It is the solemn pledge of the 


and the people should all act together for its pro- 
motion. What say the profound lawyers on the 


opes? I leave them to dispose of it by some 
slight of hand more familiar to them than to me. 
Under date of April 10, 1861, Mr. Seward wrote 


and in his official instructions to him spoke as 
follows: 


** You will indulge in no expressions of harshness or dis- | 
respect, or even iinpatience, concerning the seceded States, |! 





















































































ene ee ee 








906 


ul tural strife. Iam fully aware that a result 
mue j Ww Oo! battle-field. There 
me when it was not so, and history will 

e] i n ifaumy the names of those 
W ! i | Ct- who reject d union when 
licred on honorable terms l leave the 

, however, at Jenst for to-day, and deal with 

if nt. Let the armies move on, and bring 
n speedy issue to this war of ** kindred anl coun- 
rym n;’’ but let them move in the name of the 
Constitution; in the name of the laws; in the name 
of the [ nion, composed of ‘equal and honored 
members;’’ in the name of God; and guided by 
he prece of an enlightened Christianity. : 
I am not done yet, however, Mr. Chairman, 
vith the recorded pledges of the Government. 
hey exist on every leat and page ol the history 


e first three months of this war. ‘They are 


wed on every hand during that pe riod, and 


e the laborer in that field only the difficulty ot 
wclon, ne that of discovery. ir, wien that 
ir and honored State, Kentucky, wher my an- 
wel vorn, Where they fourht, W iit re they 
died, and where their ashes repose, was tre mbling 
in thet t when her fate trom day to day was 
unknown: when the tre ot blood and kindred and 
similarity of dome ‘ institutions and interests 
i hard in { stronganchor of het fidel- 
y tothe Union, and when she poised herselfupon 
i neatra between the North and the 
uth, ec of her most eloquent and gifted sons 
Ort to her on behallt of the pres nt Admunistra- 
in| WV h Kentuckians trusted, which 
ey received as an Isxecutive promise, and on the 
faith of Wl i thousands of her troops are now in 
the field 
Ou the 31st day of May, 1861, Joseph Holt 
wrote his celebrated letter to Mr. Speed, which 
rang through the country like a clarion. Init he 


N x es Will mark the footsteps of the troops of the 
Rep VINSLILNTIONS OF Lhe States will be invaded or 
i “i no rights of persons or property will be 
\ ed. The} wh purposes of the Administration, and 
the high character of tue troops employed, alike guaranty 
l rullilulness ot is sSialenn nt.’ 


Not content, however, with this most explicit 
nd most satisfactory assurance that the rights 
were to be respected, Mr. Holt pro- 
ceeded to convince Kentue ky that her rights in 

swere alsoumply secured ,and would 
guarded by this Administration. He 
discussed that pom as follows: 


pe cure miy 


lhe Supreme Court has decided that the citizens of the 
lave States can,at will, take their slaves into all the Terri 
tories of the United States; and this decision, which Ras 
ever been resisted or tntertered with in a single case, is 

law of the land, and the whole power of the Govern 


nent is pledged to enforce it. That it will be loyally en 


ed by the present Administration I entertain no doubt. 


\ Republican Congress, at the late session, organized three 
new ‘J'erritoric ind inthe organic law of neither was there 
introduced, or attempted to be introduced, the slightest re 
tr nupon the right of the southern emigraut to bring 
his slaves with him. At this moment, therctore, and I state 
it Without qualification, there is not a Territory belonging 
to li Lhited States into which the southe rh people nay 


Lt iutroduce th 


plete protection.’ 


\} calling for vengeance on those who have fatally 


laves atpleasure, and enjoy their com- | 


It is no part of my purpose, at this time, to de- 


trued the decision 


i i 
| termine whether Mr. Holt co 


of t Supreme ( 


| yurt correctiy or not. Heisa 
| very eminentaad learned lawyer, and his opinion 
) . ' > : 
3 el u lo g I pect, But | Simply now 
make him my authority to show the principles 
é d . i , i 

‘ d the policy to which he pledged the Adminis- 
tration before the country in us conduct of the 


war and its treatment of the question of slavery. 


Sumter had fallen. The nation was arming. Sol- 


i- 


diers were wanted. Kentucky was to be saved, | 


and language like this was more potent with the 
lovers of the Cons 

old Union, than all the bounty land or monthly 
pay which the Government had with which. to 

enlist recruits. ‘There it stands, and there it will 

stand forever, to the honor of him who wrote it, 
nd to the shame and disgrace of those 


WHO Sai 


eternal 
turn their backs upon its teachings and 
render false and deceptive its deliberate and solemn 
promises. Ido not assume to speak for the affairs 
of Kentucky, she does not need my humble voice 
on this floor. 
Representatives are here to speak for her. But 
this | may be allowed, as her neighbor and friend 


and lineal offspring, to say, that if the pledge that | 


ution and the friends of the 1 


Her own experienced and eloquent | 


has been given to her on the subject of her domes- | 
tic institutions is now to be broken, and the abo- || known provisions of the Constitutidn! Strange 





lition of slavery declared, the treachery involved 
in the act will be sod irk, the fraud so monstrous, 
thatit will pollute every succeeding page of Amer- 
ican history, and crimson the cheeks of our chil- 
dren with shame as th y read it, 

Sir, one more name 1 willadd. It belongs now 
to the dead. It is a name which will live long in 
American history. I oppose it to the mad fanati- 


cism which reigus in this Hall, and by and in its 


authority denounce the wicked purposes of abo- 


t 


litionism. I read from the last speech of the great 
popular tribune, Stephen A. Douglas: 


‘* We must not invade constitutjonal rights. The inno 
cent must , nor women and children be the vie- 


tims. Savages must not be let ’ 


iot suff 


loose.’ 


How pregnant and full of meaning are these 
three short sentences. The Constitution must be 
hazards, and the rights of the 
South under it must not be invaded. 
must not be let loose.’’ This was spoke nin June. 
The full measure of the rebellion was before him, 
yet almost with his dying words he spoke for the 
preservation of the constitutional rights of the 
States; and as if with prophetic eye foreseeing the 
evil designs 


. } 
maintained at ail 


‘*‘ Savages 


which were then cherished in secret, 
he lifted up his voice in bel 
the women and thi 


ialf of the innocent— 

children of the South—and 

warned his countrymen against abolitionism in 

that short but powerful sentencs 
: 


‘ los) 99 
not be ict loos 


, ‘* Savages must 
‘ Sir, there was a magnetic power 
in his voice while living; and though he sleeps 
now from the warfare of life, and shall awake no 


more, yet from the dread precincts of the grave 


is sull ringing over all the land, in the tones of a 
monarch among men, his lofty and solemn in- 
junctions that the Constitution, as it was then, 


must so remain for the North, for the South, and 
forall future time. This injunction may now be 
despised and discarded in this Hall by those who 
so recently for the first time have taken his name 
upon their lips to praise. They may reject and 
spurn it, as Live Vy do, and as they will; but when 
that is done, the cries of a deceived, an indignant, 
and an outraged people will arise from the plains 
of the Northwi st, and from all sections of the 
country, like the mighty sound of rushing waters, 
stabbed the Constitution under the smiling and 
hypocritical guise of a false and assumed friend- 
ship. 1 may not live long, Mr. Chairman. My 
life is perhaps bounded by narrow limits, but I 
trust that I may live till the sun rises on the day 
of a popular reckoning on this subject. 1 fear not 
its judgment. Linvoke with confidence its decrees 
on the humble record of my brief term of public 
life. Others, and not I—not those who take the 
Constitution as the measure of their authority to 
act here and elsewhere—will be found calling on 
the mountains to hide them from the wrath of their 
constituents. To that day I take my appeal; 
before that tribunal I lodge my cause. 

But, sir, once more, and finally, to the recorded 
pledges of the Government. | have given you the 
pledges of those in authority in whom the people 
were entitled to confide. I will give you now the 
voice of the people themselves, as assembled here 
in both branches of Congress, through their Rep- 
resentatives, 


On the 11th day of February, 1861, in view of | 


the gathering storm which has since broken upon 
the country, Mr. SHerman, of Ohio, then a Rep- 
resentative, now a Senator, in Congress, intro- 
duced iuto this body the following resolution: 
‘That neither the Congress of the United States nor the 
people or governments of the non-slaveholding States have 
the constitutional right to legislate upon, or interfere with, 
slavery in any of the slaveholding States in the Union.” 
This resolution passed this House unanimously 
upon a vote taken by yeas and nays, many of the 
present champions of abolitionism being present 
and voting for it. Of course, this will be met by 
them now with the new doctrine, that a state of 
war enables us to legislate on forbidden subjects, 
and changes the express, written letter of the Con- 
stitution; that we were at peace when this reso- 
lution was passed, and that we are at war now, 
We have heard much of this doctrine. Ithas been 
ably and vehemently urged. But, to my mind, 
it is the most dangerous dogma ever promulgated 
ina free country. It puts us out far from shore 





|| control of military discipline. 


in the open sea, with the polar star obscured, | 


without chart or compass to guide our course. 
‘* State necessity ’’is to be substituted for the well- 


| 
i 
t 
' 
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ccateeial RR. ide ? 
and alarming doctrine in the American Congress! 
It calls up before the mind the bloodiest and dark- 
est pages in history. Itis the plea by which mar- 
tyrs have been chained to the stake, and have 
cended the scaffold in all ages. It erected the 
guilloune and held a carnival of horror in France 
during the reign of terror. It is the founder of 
bastiles and inquisitions. It is of no kin to free- 
dom. Itisa foe to liberty. It is the monstrous 
engine of oppression by which the accidental ma- 
jority of to-day, unchecked, unlimited, and uncon. 
| trolled by law, may crush, plunder, and murdey 
the minority. It is the bloody, dripping sword of 
irresponsible power. State necessity! I know 
no **state necessity’’ equal to that which our 
oaths, registered in heaven, impose upon us to 
support the Constitution in all its parts as our 

| sainted fathers made it. 
Such is the “* state necessity,”’ sir, which I ac- 
| knowledge, and none other. In peace or in war, 
the written Constitution gives us all the power we 
have, and, on this point, | content myself with re- 
| ferring, as authority, to the speech made at the 
late extra session by the distinguished gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Critrenpen.} We all re- 
member it. It has never been answered. It never 
willbe. According to his construction of the Con- 
stitution, there was a total absence of all power in 
Congress over the subject of slavery in the States 
in war as well as in peace. I will balance th 
weight of his honored name against the advocates 
of a different construction. _ It is a name that be- 
longs to history. It is the name of a profound 
lawyer and an experienced statesman, and will 
live long and gratefully in the hearts of his coun- 

) trymen., 

Sir, Congress, however, spoke again on this 
important subject. Who willever forget the scen: 
who witnessed it? Who will forget the 22d day 
| of last July in this Hall? It was the darkest day 
| in all the calendar of American history. Dismay 
or gloom sat on every face. A routed army was 
pouring into the city, and a triumphant enemy 
was at the gates of the capital. In that hour of 
extremity and peril, when a new army was to bx 
raised and the old one encouraged and reinvigor- 
ated, Congress announced to the country, and to 
the whole world, the policy which should govern 
the future conductof the war. On motion of the 
distinguished gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
CritTENDEN,] Congress said: 

“That this war is not waged on their part in any spirit 
of oppression, nor for any purpose of conquest or subjuga- 
tion, nor purpose of overthrowing or interfering with the 
rights or established institutions of those States, but to de- 
fend and maintain the supremacy of the Coustitution, and 
to preserve the Union with all the dignity, equality, and 
rights of the several States unimpaired; and that as soon 
as these objects are accomplished, the war ought to cease.” 


9 
as- 


’ 


The nation heard this, and loyal men, trusting 
and confiding, again poured with military tread 
from the loyal States to the banks of the Potomac. 
They were repelled then by no outcry from either 
end of the Capitol, that slavery, as the cause of 
| the war, must be abolished, and that the seceded 
States had committed political suicide, and must 
be reduced, by the force ofarms, to territories, and 
governed as such by Federal authority. 

Mr. Chairman, | am amazed, utterly amazed, 
when I contrast the present with the past on this 
subject. Allis changed, at least so far as Con- 
gress is concerned. Pledge upon pledge has been 
made by every department of the Goverumentin 
the opening stages of this conflict. The national 
faith has been plighted at home and abroad in the 
most binding and obligatory manner, that the do- 
mestic laws and customs of the seceded Siates were 
not to be violated, that slavery was not to be abol- 
| ished, that ** savages were not to be let loose.” 
| We heard no indignant protests then against thi 
policy. ‘Tongues that are now loud in its denun- 
ciation were then mute. Voices that are now high 


| in wrath against it were then silent. 
An army, however, of six hundred thousand 
men now stands banded together under the stern 


In that, I suppose, 
the object of conservative pledgesisaccomplished, 
and the time has arrived for the fulfillment of the 
purposes of this war, according to the views o! 
Sbolitioniets. They demand now that all these 

pledges shall be broken. They demand that the 

faith of the Government shall be dishonored. 
| They demand that the present Administration 
| shall be disgraced in the eyes of all the world by 
‘ abandoning its own deliberate constrattion of the 


rf 
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Constitution—its own boldly and openly marked 
line of poliey. They demand thatthe Army shall 
be deceived; that the promises by which it was 
raised shall be proven false; that the soldier shall 
now fight and dic in the prosecution of purposes 
which were concealed from him when he enlisted, 
and which he abhors. They demand that the 
people shall be betrayed, and their hard-earned 


money taken to support this war, conducted on | 


principles which they utterly repudiate. And, 
above all, they demand that the Constitution be 
ruthlessly violated; that the laws be strickendown, 
and that the old Union, such as our fathers made 
it, shall never be restored. Had they avowed 
their purposes at the opening of this war, and 
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at the mad behests of abolitionism; but that the 
condition of every human being in the South shill 
remain unchanged, whether the revolution shall 
succeed or fail. 

Sir, to my mind it is an omen of evil that the 
spirit of aboliuionism, like a lurking fiend of mis- 
chief,a Mephistopheles of iniquity, should boldly 
stalk in here, and, in such a crisis as this, as- 
sume to contro] American legislation. Its croak- 
ing raven-cry is a baleful sound to the cause of 
the Union. Its arrogant and defiant demands fill 
the future with gloom. It no longer comes in here 
the skulking and despised miscreant that it once 


| was; but, with the elevated mien and swaggering 


appealed to the country to support the atrocious || 


doctrines which they now avow; had they made 
their demands then, no proud army would now 
line a thousand miles of border; but, rather, as 
my colleague [Mr. Dunn] has well and truthfully 
said on this floor, our Army would have been 


composed of a small and deluded band, such as | 


followed John Brown to Harper’s Ferry. Let 
these demands be granted now, and the appalling 


fact will stand confessed that a stupendous fraud | 


has been practiced on the nation, and that the 
Army of the United States has been obtained by 
FALSE PRETENSES. Let these demands be granted 
now,and no American Union will ever more bless 
the eyes of men. No more 
** Will bloom the thunder-blasted tree, 
Or the stricken eagle soar.”? 

Mr. Chairman, I represent, in part, the people 
ofa great State. Indiana may point proudty to 
herescutcheon. Itisgemmed all over with honor. 
She did not want this war. She was for compro- 
mise and peace, and is now, when they can be 
obtained, as they once could, with honor and upon 
the principles of the Constitution. But once cast 
into the conflict, though by no act of hers, she 
has wedded her name to victory on every battle- 


field where her troops have drawn the sword. Go | 


and ask her sixty thousand soldiers now in the 


field, encircled as they are with a halo of gallant | 


achievements, whether these demands shall be 
granted, and listen to theiranswer. 
will be, that they are fighting to restore a Union 
of ** equal and honored members;”’ that they have 
encountered the perils of war to restore the Con- 


stitution exactly as it came from the hands: of 


Washington, and to enforce all the laws, to up- 
hold all the institutions, to protect and defend all 
the rights of every person and State under that 
Constitution, and that if such is no longer the 
policy of the Government, they will turf their 
faces homeward, deceived and betrayed. Goand 
ask the tax-payers and the voters of that noble 
State for what they toil and pour out their money. 
They will answer that they live on the tributaries 


of the great thoroughfare of their trade and com- | 
merce, the Mississippi river; that their fortunes || 
are forever linked by nature and the great laws | 


of geographical formation with the States which 
are washed by its descending waters; and that 
by virtue of and in strict accordance with the 
Constitution, they intend to secure a free pas- 
sage to the Gulf of Mexico; and that they will 
everywhere uphold the rights of others as well 
as their own; that they labor to maintain and pre- 


serve the laws, and not to trample them under | 


foot, and that they seek a reconstruction of the 
Union on precisely the same basis on which it was 
made by the founders of the Government. They 
want no four millions of slaves set free. 
have no money with which to purchase territories 
for vast schemes of colonization. 


Thatanswer | 


|| port of a conqueror, it strides forward over the | 


mangled form of constitutional government. It 


| no longer hides and cowers and denies its name 
; and its nature, and assumes false shapes, like Sa- 


tan in the garden of Paradise, with which to be- 


| guile and deceive, as it did afew short years ago. 


‘The vailed prophet of Khorasson has revealed 
himself, and his hideous face is almost enough to 
affright union and concord from the land. 

Why comes this fell spirit here now, accompa- 
nied by its train of horrors? It has no merit in 
the past to entitle it to control the present and 
shape the future. It can point to no good act that 
it has ever accomplished. The cause of aboli- 
tionism is barren of ben No State, 
no Territory has it ever dedicated to free labk 
and no slave has it ever set free 
tion oflaw. It 


fice nt results, 
except in viola- 
ver had the sanction of the 
creat and good names which, like stars in the cleat 
upper sky, adorn and illuminate our history. On 
the contrary, it has been the object of their inces- 
sant malediction hour of its birth. Its 
presence in the Halls of Congress was their ab- 


nas ne 


3 from th 


| horrence, and they prognosticated ** evil, and evil 


only, and that continually,’’ from its influence in 
ublic affairs. . 

Whvycomes it herenow? It never wasa friend 
tothe Union, and itis not to-day. Itnever wanted 
a Union with slave States, or a fellowship with 
slaveholders, and does notnow. It is at war with 
the Constitution; it is an enemy to the Govern- 
mentsit is the twin monster to the doctrine of se- 
cession, and like the withered and hateful hags on 
the blasted heath of Scotland, the two together 
concocted the hell broth of the present civil war. 
Let the spirit of the Union, born of the Constitu- 
tion, rise up between them like a bright angel, and 
banish them both forever. Then will the nation 
renew its mighty youth, and go on again in its 
swift flight of prosperity and renown. Then will 
** kindred and countrymen’’ once more assemble 
under the same flag, and obeying the command 
of the Prince of Peace, ‘love one another.’’ 

Mr. SHELLABARGER obtained the floor. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 1 ask the gentleman 
from Ohio to yield to me forone moment. I un- 
derstand the gentleman from Indiana, who has 


just taken his seat, as stating upon this floor that 


the people of Indiana are now ready for a compro- 
mise with the rebels. I am happy to announce 
that the people of Illinois, too, are ready for one 
compromise, and but one. They are ready to 
compromise with the rebels upon the terms that 
General Grant, my townsman, announced to Gen- 
eral Buckner, and they are—unconditional and 
immediate surrender. [Applause in the galleries, 


| which was suppressed by the Chairmau. } 


| from Illinois one question. 
They || 


They are op- | 


pores to gigantic standing armies, with which to | 
1 


old, from year to year, and through all time to 
come, degraded States in subjection. In this hour 
of triumph the true friends of the Union every- 
where demand that a policy for the reconstruc- 
tion of the Government be proclaimed from here 
which shall insure for the futurea Union of “equal 
and honored members.’’ Let our ** kindred and 
countrymen’”’ of the South know that liberality 
and magnanimity animate our councils, and that 
the spirit of vengeance, intolerance, and spoliation 
has no place in our midst. In this day of victory 
let the heralds of the Government go before our 
armies,and proclaim peace and Union, on the basis 
of equality, on the basis of the Constitution, and 
onthe basis of the laws. Let them announce that 


the eurly part of this struggle will nvt be Uroken 


Mr. VOORHEES. Let meask the gentleman 


My language was 
y guag 





this 
Mr. SHELLABARGER. I cannot yield the 
floor. 


Mr. VOORHEES. Just one moment. 
that I sas in favor of-—— 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. I cannot yield the 
floor if it is to be taken out of my time. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I appei lto the gentle man, 
after the speech of the gentleman from Illinois, to 
allow me just one minute. | presume it will not 
be taken from the gentleman’s time. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. No, sir. I 
decline to yield. 

Mr. STEVENS. Lask the gentleman to yield 
to me to move that the committee rise. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. | yield for that mo- 
tion. 


Mr. STEVENS. 


I said 


must 


I move that the committee 


| rise. 
the pledges of the Government so freely given in || 


The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; anti the Speaker having 
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resumed the chair, Mr. WHeeLer reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had had the Union generally under consid 
eration,and particularly billofthe House No, 259 
making appropriations for the support of the Post 
Otfice 


Department during the fiscal year ending 
30, 1863, 
thereon. 


June and had come to no resolution 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the Senate was received, by Mr. 
Forney, their Secretary, notifying the House that 
the Senate had passed the bill of this House (No. 
209) making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the year ending June 30, 1863, and ad- 
ditional appropriations for the year ending June 
30, 1862, with amendments, in which he was 
rected to ask the concurrence of the House. 


Mr. STEVENS. 


L desire to have the amend- 


ments of the Senate to that bill acted on to-day. 1 
understand there is an imperative necessity for its 
immediate passage to meetthe wants of the Army. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. lLam willing that 
the amendments of the Senate shall be read, reserv- 
ing my right to object. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair understands 
there is no objection to taking up the 
sideration at this time. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. In Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, I su pose, 
Mr. STEVENS. No, sir; | want it consid- 
ered in the House, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I must object, un- 
less it is to be considered in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 1 
order. If the amendments of the Senate do not 
embrace appropriauons, [ make the point that 
the rule does not re quire them to go to the Com- 
mittee of the Whol 

The SPEAKER. If there no appropri- 
alions contained tn theamendments of the Seuate 
the Chair would sustain the point of order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. The gentleman, as I 
understand, did not object to the consideration of 
the amendments of the Senate in the House, ex- 
cept on the ground that they contain appropria- 
tions. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. No, sir; I only ask 
that the amendments to the bill may conform to 
the rule. Ifthe rule does not require them to go 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, I certainly do not. 

The SPEAKER. ‘To relieve any doubt upon 
that subject, the Chair announces that the amend- 
ments to the bill do contain appropriations, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I ask, then, that 
they may have their first consideration in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The bill and amendments were accordingly 
taken from the Speaker’s table, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr.STEVENS. I now propose that they shall 
be considered there at once; and I move to close 
debate upon the amendments in ten minutes after 
the committee shall proceed to their consideration. 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the rules be sus- 


pended, and that the House resolve itseli into 


bill for con- 


Union. 


l rise to a question of 


were 


| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the Tlouse 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Auuey in the 
chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of 
House bill No. 209, it being the Army appropri- 
ation bill, with the amendments of the Senate 
thereto, upon which general debate had been con- 
fined to ten minutes. 

Mr. STEVENS obtained the floor. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the 
yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. STEVENS. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I am very much de- 
lighted at the annunciation of my colleague [Mr. 
W asnpurRne] this morning. It is one of the de- 
lightful signs of the times. 


rentleman 


‘Mr. STEVENS. [ hope the gentleman did not. 


expect me to give way for general debate. I am 
informed by the Department that it is important 
this Army bill should pass to-day. 


Mr.RICHARDSON. Oh, yes; the Army; I 


ee ad 


ee tata ee 


| 
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t j moment. Itis the very sub- 
| ‘ [ Laughter. ] ‘ 
Mr. STEVENS. I hope the gentleman will 
not ny general discussion, 
RICHARDSON. I will not take lone. 
| I « my colleague upon his an- 
TEVENS. LTreally hope the gentleman 
t interfere with the passage of this bill. 
itely necessary that we should pass it 
\ 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I would have been 
yt time, if the eentleman had waited. 
Mr. STEVENS. If L had known what the 
Mi ted, he would not have be run. 
| CHLAIRMAN The rentlieman from Il- 
is ent d to. the floor. 
Vir. RICTLARDSON. My colleague alludes 
proclamation of General Grant on his en- 
borders of Kentucky. 
; | Members. Oh, no. 
Mr. RICTIARDSON. Well, my colleague has 
| General Grant . 
Mr. WASHBURNE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. RICHIARDSON And IL think one of the 
imations that has been written 
ncement of the war, was written 
i G hen he entered Paducah, Ken- 
I pr lan ition, lik laid down this 
' mn: “TL have not come,’”’ says he, * to 
’ | i me to. ! t trea on and 
lam not ere to force opinions 
lam here te istain the Constitution 
. y of the laws.” 
And one of the best rns during this whole 
i he indorsement by my colleague of 
G Grant. Idid not know that my colleague 
\V repared to adi that proclamation. But, 
e that I would like to see written in 
! upon tl ky itself so that all the 
| dread. Itis the only correct doctrine 
| ) proclaimed by any of our generals. 
Now. Mr. Chairman,a great deal has been said 
ts and purposes of this war. The 
from Massachusetts remarked that we 
very different position from what we 
| d session. Well, sir, so we do; 
bunt only difference is that we now have an 
ny of six hundred thousand men in the field. 
How did yougetthem there? Did the vy come there 
fort ofa olition—for overthrowing the 
Co itut :andthelaws: Notatall. You would 
ive had thisarmy; you would never have 
won the victory at Fort Donelson if it had been 
l lerstood that such were the objer ts of the war. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I will not stop to present 
wgument upon this proposition. I suspect 
{ , out of the four thousand men from my con- 
onal district who were in the fieht at Fort 
D mn, twenty-five hundred of them voted for 
he Jast el yn. Lam inclined to believe 
that at least that number of them voted for me. 
1 did not get the votes of many of the officers, 


’ r,) but | did get the rank and file. 
1 will tell my colleague another thing. There 
e Republicansin the Army, but 


i 


soft tl 


the marks of their feet are all in one direction, and 
W the rank and file return to their homes, after 
the rebellion shall have been crushed out, as the 
man toils upon his farm, as he labors to pay this 
taxation thatis UPON Us, as he toils to support the 
1 fla f his country, he will not be very apt to 
ry the experiment of Republicanism or abolition- 
ism again. ‘That thing is about used up. There 
t much moreofit. Itis growing be autifully 
| by degrees and elegantly less as it goes 
long { Laughter. } : 
| Now, Mr. Chairman, I will tell you the inev- 
table result of this war isy you must hanga good 


sat 
Unt 


| many of the tranors. I could not go home to my 


le if l was notin 


peo favor of that. When you 

ing the extreme men in either section, those in 
the other section will take warning by their fate. 
The extinction of one will be the death of the 
‘ vs 


We have remained in this House, sir, and seen 


strange things going on without being able to help 
ourselves, One of these men in the South would 


his district by reading an abolition docu- 
ym the North,a speer h delivered*here or 
elsewhere, tt mattered not; and another up North 
ld set his district in a blaze of excitement by 
he print d ravings of one of the fire- 


iouling t 
eaters of the South. ‘They were lilee a couple of 


calves in spring standing on the hillside, who 
cohstantly lick each other; and they are the only 
ones I ever knew who got fat on it. [Laughter.] 
In that way they have sustained two large fami- 
lies, one at the North and the other at the South. 
Now, we might have been able to have got along 
with them but for the unfortunate mistake in 1856. 
We then committed a sad mistake. We believed 
thirty forty years ago that we could make a 
good Democrat out of an old Federalist; but it 
was a di {Laughter.] You may 
take a shell from the sea-shore anywhere; you 
may take it upon the mountains, or into the for- 
ests, still it will sing the song of its ocean home. 
Mr. Buchanan remained the same at the end that 
he was in the beginning. 

ry ° i 

This revolution would never have broken out 
but for two elements at the North, one the ex- 
treme abolition party, and other party which 
was infinitely worse—a party made up of James 
Buchanan, Isaac Toucey, Caleb Cushing, and 
other like men. They were worse than abolition- 
ists, because they were smarter. [Laughter.] I 
rive thatas my opinion. 

ry ‘ - ’ r , 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman’s time has 
expired. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Iam verysorry forthat. 

First amendment of the Senate: 

Strike out the following: 

That the following sums be, and the same are hereby, 
appropriated, out of any money inv the Treasury not other 
wise appropriated, for the support of the Army for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1863: 

For expenses of recruiting, transportation of recruits, and 
compensation to citizen surgeons tor me dical attendance, 
$180,000, 

For purchase of books of tactics and instructions for vol- 
unteers, S50,000. 

For pay of the Army, $8,905,318. 

For commutation of otlicers’ subsistence, $1,574,186 50. 

For commutation of forage for officers’ horses, $283,414. 

For payments to discharged svldiers for clothing not 
drawn, $150,000. 

For payments in lieu of clothing for officers’ servants, 
$71,630. 

For pay of volunteers under acts of 22d and 25th of July, 
1861, $147,283,282. 

For subsistence 
$58,429,170 80. 

For the regular supplies of the quartermaster’s depart 
ment, consisting of fuel forthe officers, enlisted men, guard, 
hospitals, storehouses, and offices; of forage in kind for the 
horses, mules, and oxen of the quartermaster’s department 
at the several posts and stations, and with the armies in the 
field; for the horses of the several regiments of cavalry, the 
batteries of artillery, and such companies of infantry as 
may be mounted, and forthe authorized number of officers’ 
horses when serving in the field and at the outposts, includ- 
ing bedding for the animals; of straw for soldiers’ bedding, 
and of stationery, including blank-books for the quarter- 
master’s department, certificates for discharged soldiers, 
blank forms for the pay and quartermaster departments, 
and for printing division and department orders and reports, 
$30,300,000. 

For the incidental expenses of the quartermaster’s de- 
partment, consisting of postage on letters and packets re- 
ceived and sent by officers of the Army on public service ; 
expenses of courts-martial and courts of inquiry, including 
the additional compensation of judges advocate, recorders, 
members, and witnesses, while on that service, under the 
act of March 16, 1802; extra pay to soldiers employed, un- 
| der the direction of the quartermaster’s department, in the 
| erection of barracks, quarters, storehouses, and hospitals ; 
in the construction of roads, and on other constant labor, 
for periods of not less than ten days, under the acts of March 
2, 1819, and August 4, 1854, including those employed as 
| clerks at division and department headquarters ; expenses 
| of expresses to and from the irontier posts and armies in the 

field ; of escorts to paymasters and other disbursing officers, 

and to trains where military escorts cannot be furnished ; 
expenses of the interment of officers killed in action, or who 
die when on duty in the field, or at posts on the frontiers, 
or at other posts and places when ordered by the Secretary 
of War, and of non-commissioned officers and soldiers ; 
authorized office furniture ; hire of laborers in the quarter- 
master’s department, including the hire of interpreters, 


or 


plorable error. 


nit 


in kind for regulars and volunteers, 


spies, and guides for the Army; compensation of clerks of | 


the officers of the quartermaster’s department; compen- 
sation of forage and wagon masters, authorized by the act 
of July 5, 1838; for the apprehension of deserters, and the 
| expenses incident to their pursuit; and for the (lowing 
expenditures required for the several regiments of cavalry, 
the batteries of light artillery, and such companies of in- 
fantry as may be mounted, viz: the purchase of traveling 
forges, blacksmiths’ and shoeing tools, horse and mule shoes 
} and nails, iron and steel for shoeing, hire of veterinary sur- 
| geons, medicines for horses and mules, picket ropes, and 
for shoeing the horses of the corps named ; also, generally, 
the proper and authorized expenses forthe movements and 
operations of an army not expressly assigned to any other 
department, 316,000,000 

For the purchase of 
$3,913,680. 

For mileage, or the allowance made to officers of the 
Army for the transportation of themselves and their bag 
gage, When traveling on duty without troops, escorts, or 
supplies, $1,000,000. 

For transportation of the Army, including the baggage of 
the troops when moving, either by land or water; of cloth 

| ing, camp, and garrison equipage from the depots at Phil 
\} adefphia and New York to the several posts and Army de 


cavalry and artillery horses, 
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pots, and from those depots to the troops in the field : and 
subsistence from the places of purchase and from the places 
of delivery under contract, to such places as the circum. 
stances of the service may require them to be sent; of ord 
nance, ordnance stores, and small arms from founderies and 
armories to the arsenals, fortifications, frontier posts, and 
Army depots; freights, whartage, tolls, and ferriages ; for 
the purchase and hire of horses, mules, oxen, and harness 
and the purchase and repair of wagons, carts, and drays 

and of ships, and other sea-going vessels and boats re quired 
for the transportation of supplies and for garrison Purposes 

for drayage and cartage at the several posts; hire ot team. 
sters ; transportation of funds for the pay and other disburs 

ing departments; the expense of sailing public transports 
on the various rivers, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Auiantie 
and Pacific ; and tor procuring water at such posts as, fro) 
tlreir situation, require that it be brought from a distance : 
and for clearing roads, and removing obstructions from 
roads, harbors, and rivers, to the extent which may be re 

quired for the actual operations of the troops in the field, 
$35,000,000. 

For hire or commutation of quarters for officers on mij 
itary duty, hire of quarters for troops, of storehouses for the 
safe-keeping of military stores, of grounds for summer can 
tonments, forthe construction of temporary huts, hospitals, 
and stables, and for repairing public buildings at established 
posts, $3,500,000. 

For heating and cooking stoves, $75,000. 

For gunboats on the western rivers, $1,000,000. 

For contingencies of the Army, $400,000. ) 

For clothing for the Army, camp and garrison eqtipage, 
and for expenses of offices and arsenals, $30,630,717 91 ' 

For the medical and hospital department, $3,500,000 

For contingent expenses of the Adjutant General’s de 
partment at department headquarters, $2,000. 

lor compensation of the clerk and messenger in the office 
of the Commanding General, $2,000. 

For contingent expenses of the office of the Commanding 
General, $300. 

For supplies, transportation, and care of prisoners of war, 
$1,124,576. 

For armament of fortifications, $1,062,500. 

For the current expenses of the ordnance 
$732,600. 

For ordnance, ordnance stores, and supplies, including 
horse equipments for all mounted troops, $7,380,000. 

For the manufacture of arms at the national armory, 
$1,800,000. 

For repairs and improvements and new machinery at the 
national armory at Springfield, Massachusetts, $150,000. 

lor the purchase of gunpowder and lead, $1,100,000. 

For additions to and extension of shop room, machinery, 
tools, and fixtures at arsenals, $500,000. 

For surveys of military defenses, $100,000. 

For purchase and repair of instruments, $10,000. 

For printing charts of lake surveys, $10,000. 

For continuing the survey of the northern and nortbwest- 
ern lakes, including Lake Superior, $105,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
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service 





Second amendment: 
Change the second section to section first. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Third amendment: 

Tn the following, strike out the word “ dragoon,”’ and in- 
sert “* cavalry 3”? so that it will read: 

For Yhe purchase of cavalry and artillery 
$1,661,040. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


horses, 


Fourth amendment: 


Insert: 
For regular supplies, incidental expenses, transportation, 


barracks, quarters, clothing, camp and garrison equipage, 





equipping, transporting, and supporting prisoners, and other 


| supplies for the quartermaster’s department for the year 


ending the 30th of June, 1862, and to be divided among the 
said several States by appropriations herein named as the 
exigencies of the service may require, $76,500,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Fifth amendment: 


Insert: 
For armament of fortifications, $834,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixth amendment : 


Insert: d 
For current expenses of the ordnance service, $200,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Seventh amendment: 


For ordnance, ordnance stores and supplies, including 
arms for the mounted troops, $1,934,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighth amendment: 


Insert: 
For purchase of arms for volunteers and regulars, and 


| ordnance and ordnance stores, $7,500,000. 


| 


~ . 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Ninth amendment: 


Strike out the title and insert the following: ‘* An act 
making additional appropriations for the support of the Army 


so 3) 


for the year ending the 30th of June, 1862. 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Mr. STEVENS moved that the committee rise 
and report the bill and amendments to the House. 
The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose;and the Speaker having 
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resumed the chair, Mr. ALvey reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generally 


under consideration, and particularly House bill | 
No. 209, making appropriations for the support | 
of the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 


1863, and additional appropriations for the service 
of the year ending the 30th of June, 1862, with the 
amendments of the Senate thereto, and had in- 
structed him to report the same to the House, with 
the recommendation that the amendments be con- 
curred In. 

Mr. STEVENS demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 


operation thereof the report of the Committee of || 


the Whole on the state of the Union was con- 
curred in. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. COX. I move that when the House ad- | 


iourns to-day it adjourn to meet on Saturday 


next, at half past twelve o’clock, p. m. It is | 
necessary to get this Hall in order for the celebra- | 


tion on Saturday. 
The question was taken;and the House refused 
to adjourn over. 


BENJAMIN HIGDON. 
Mr. HOLMAN. [rise toa privileged ques- 


tion. On the 20th of January, on the statement 
of certain facts to the House by the special com- 
mittee on Government contracts, it was ordered 
thata certain witness, Benjamin Higdon, of Ohio, 
should be brought to the bar of this House to 
answer an alleged contempt. Afterwards that 
witness appeared before the committee, in this 
city, and was examined—the House not being in 
session at the time—on the condition that he 
should pay the costs of the Sergeant-at-Arms, 


who had sent a deputy toOhioto serve the attach- | 


menton him. The Sergeant-at-Arms makes the 
following report. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 
To the Committee of which 

Hon. Cuarves H. Van Wyck is Chairman: 

On the 20th day @f January, 1862, I received the warrant 
of attachment for the arrest ot Benjamin Higdon, and on the 
same day dispatched John Q. Lane, Esq., as a special as- 
sistant, to Cincinnati, Ohio, to execute the writ. 

Owing to the absence of said Higdon from Cincinnati, the 
arrest could not be made until the 4th day of February, 1862. 

When arrested, the said Higdun informed the assistant 
“that since the issuing of the attachment he had appeared 
before the committee, and had been permitted to testify 
upon the condition (to which he agreed) that he would pay 
the expenses of the Government growing Out of the issuing 
ofsaid attachment,” ** upon the payment of which costs the 
committee had, as he alleged, agreed to recommend to the 
House to discharge him without further proceedings.” 


: or aa | 
In consideration of this agreement, and not desiring to put 


either the Government or the prisoner to unnecessary ex- 
ense, he has not yet been conveyed to Washington, but has 


een permitted to remain at Cincinnati, with the under- | 


standing that he consider himself still in legal custody, un- 
til a reasonable time could be given for a decision by the 
House. 

The said Higdon has transmitted to me, by Hon. J. A. 
Gurtey, one hundred and fifty dollars to pay costs, which, 
as soon as he shall be discharged, | propose to pay into the 
public ‘Treasury. 

I therefore request the committee to have the subject 
brouglit to the attention of the House and disposed of at an 
early day. 

Respectfully, EDWARD BALL, 

Sergeant-at-.Irms House of Representatives. 


Mr. HOLMAN. While it is true that the wit- 
ness was guilty of a contempt of the authority of 
the House in failing to appear, yet it seems that 


he expected to appear before the committee in | 
Cincinnati, and would have done so had not the | 


committee left the city earlier than was expected. 
Thecommittee, however, thoughtthatit would not 


be proper to incur the expenses arising out of the | 


contempt, although it may not have been intended, 
and as the money has been paid to the Sergeant- 


at-Arms, I move that the witness be discharged | 


from the attachment to which he is now subject, 
and that there be no further proceedings in the 
premises. 

The motion was agreed to. 


HIRAM PAULDING. 


Mr. F.A.CONKLING, by unanimousconsent, | 


introduced a bill for the relief of Hiram Paulding, | 


which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
And then, on motion of Mr. WRIGHT, (at 


twenty minutes past four o’clock, p. m.,) the | 


House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Frivay, February 21, 1862. 
DEATH OF A SON OF THE PRESIDENT. 

The Chaplain, Rev. ByronSunpver.anp,D.D., 
offered the following prayer: 

Almighty and Everlasting God, with what a 
deep and profound mystery of mingled emotion, 
now of joy and exultation, and now of grief and 
sadness, dost Thou fill the heart of this great 
people; for, while the most thrilling tidings are 
borne upon our ears from the armies of the Re- 
public, and while a voice like the voice of the old 
Prophet and Chieftain of Israel is uttered by our 
Minister of War, inspiring in us a still greater 
confidence in Thee, our thoughts have been sud- 
denly arrested by the dark shadow of domestic 
and personal afflicion which has fallen now vepon 
the heart and the home of our President. With 


him and with his family, we do sincerely and most 


earnestly sympathize this day; and we pray Thee, 
O God, to give to him and to them that divine 
support which no earthly rank, nor honor, nor 
distinction can afford in such an hour of trial. 
And may the spirit of the Almighty rest upon 
these Senators in council and upon our soldiers 
in the field until the hour of Thy deliverance shall 
strike the nation’s full and final victory. Amen. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Mr. President, 1 submit 
the following resolution: 

Entertaining the deepest sentiments of sympathy and con 
dolence with the President of the United States and his 
family in their present affliction, by the death of his son, 

Resolved, That the Senate do now adjourn. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted; and 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, February 21, 1862. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxron. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
. ~? 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
their Secretary, announced to the House that the 
Senate insist upon their amendments disagreed to 
by the House of Representatives to the bill of the 
House, No. 240, to authorize the issue of United 
States notes, and for the redemption or funding 
thereof, and for funding the floating debt of the 
United States, and disagree to the amendments 


of the House to the eighteenth amendment of the | 


Senate, and ask a committee of conference upon 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon; 
and that they had appointed Mr. Fessenpen, Mr. 
SHERMAN, and Mr. Caruixe to be such commit- 
tee upon the part of the Senate. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the bill just re- 
turned be taken from the Speaker’s table, and that 
the request of the Senate be agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER subsequently appointed Mr. 
Srevens, Mr. Horton, and Mr. Sepewick as 
such committee on the part of the House. 

CHIPPEWA INDIAN LANDS. 

Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be, and 
hereby are. instructed to inquire into the expediency and 
necessity of making a small appropriation to defray the ex 
penses of holding a council and making or negotiating a 
treaty with the Chippewa Indians of northern Minnesota, 


with a view to the purchase of all or a portion of their lands 
in that State, and report by bill or otherwise. 


RESOLUTIONS OF STATE LEGISLATURES. 


Mr. BLAKE, by unanimous consent, presented 
to the House the resolutions of the Legislature of 


the State of Ohio, in reference to the followtne 
subjects; which were laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed: 

Relative to the protection of our soldiers from 
the imposition of sutlers in the Army; 

Relative to requesting Congress to pass such 
laws as wil. prevent fraud and corruption by the 
agents and officers of the Government; 

Relative to establishing a naval depot on the 
western lakes; 

Relative to the establishment of a branch cloth- 
ing bureau, &c.; and 

Relative to the opening of the Baltimore and 


|| Ohio railroad. 
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CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 
Mr. WORCESTER. I desire to give notice 


that on Monday next I shall move to take from 
the table the report of the Committee of Elec- 
tions in the case of Fereuson vs. Upton, for con- 
sideration at that time. 


WASHINGTON § BIRTHDAY. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say 
to the members of the House that to-morrow the 
front door of the Hall will be closed until the 
Senate and Cabinet appear. ‘The side doors on 


each side of the Hall will also be closed during 


that time, and members are requested to enter the 
Hall by the private stairway back of the Hall 


CLERK TO A COMMITTER. 


Mr. SPAULDING asked the unanimous con 
sent of the House to offer the following resolu 
tion: 


Resolved, That the committee on the defenses of the great 
lakes and rivers be authorized to employ a clerk on the 
usual terms, for not exceeding sixty days 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING objected, 

Mr. ELIOT called for the regular order of busi- 
ness. 

HOMESTEAD BILL. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of bus- 
iness is the consideration of the bil (H. R. Na. 
125) to secure homesteads to actual settlers on 
the public domain, and to provide a bounty for 
soldiers in lieu of a grant of public lands, reported 
from the Committee on Public Lands. 

The pending question is the motion to recom 
mit the bill with the following instructions: 


Strike out the eighth section of the bill, and Insert 

ind be it further enacted, That the provisions of an act 
entitled * An actin addition to certain acts granting bounty 
Jand to certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged 
in the military service of the United States,’ approved 
March 3, 1855, shall extend toand be construed to embrace 
the officers, soldiers, and seamen who have been engaged 
in the military or naval service of the United States since 
the 12th day of April, 1861, or who shall be engaged in such 
service during the present war: Provided, however, That no 
officer, soldier, Gr seaman shall be entitled to the benefit of 
said act unless he shall have been engaged in the service 
aforesaid for a period of not less than sixty days, or been 
honorably discharged on account of wounds received or 
sickness incurred while in the line of his duty in such ser 
vige: Provided further, That the widows and children ot 
oflicers, soldiers, and seamen who shall die from wounds 
received or sickness incurred while in the service of the 
United States, as aforesaid, shall be entitled to the benefits 
of said act. 

And that they further provide that this act, except this 
section, shall not go into operation for the period of one 


| year after the close of the war in which we are now en 
| gaged 


Here Mr. Wasusurne temporarily assumed 
the chair. 

Mr. STEVENS. This is an important matter, 
and I desire to move its reference to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. GROW. It is not my purpose to trespass 
on the patience of the House with any lengthy 
remarks on the homestead policy; for itis a subject 


that has been fully discussed in both branches of 


Congress for the last ten years. Five times during 
that period, a bill similar in its provisions to this 
one has passed the House—twice by a two-thirds 
vote when there were political parties here nearly 
balanced on all other questions. 

Mr. STEVENS. What is the question now 
up. 

Mr. GROW. The homestead bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. It was nota homestead bill 
read by the Clerk. 

Mr. GROW. No,sir; it was the instructions 
on the motion to recommit. 

Mr. STEVENS. The instructions are not to 
report a homestead bill. 

Mr. GROW. No,sir. A homestead bill was 
reported from the Committee on Public Lands, 
and the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Horman} 
moved to amend a motion to recommit with in- 
structions to report a bounty land bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. I did not understand the 
homestead was up; I only heard the instructions 
read. 

Mr. GROW, Ihave but a few words to say 
on this subject, for the reasons I have just indt- 
cated. A measure that has been discussed for so 
long a time and has received the approval of both 
branches of Congress, indorsed by the popular 


| will expressed in primary assemblies, State or- 


ganizauions,and national conventions, should be 


|| sufficiently matured for the immediate action of 






























































































the Representatives of the people, or it speaks 
pom for r attention to public affairs. 

There has, perhaps, never been a measure be- 
fore Co yemphati illy approved by ama- 
j of the Americar people, esp: sally that por- 
‘ f it still loyal to the Constitutio and the 
[ i, thi lam aw th t was never very 

ilar with t Repre sentatives of that portion of 
peo | now iti llion, and of lat y ars it 
received from them almost a unanimous opposi- 


op} 


his measure having in its support the indis- 
PI 


! ’ 1] ‘ > } 
pensabie requisite for all le rislation in a free elect- 
ive government, the unmistakable approval of the 

ypular will, why should jt not now pass? 


One o } tion urged iS, that such is tl condi- 
tio) { thie Treasury t thi time, that t pubile 
land ould ve disposed o “as eret fore in oraer 

ld be dis} lof | tof ; 
to supply its wants. That its immediate wants 
( ot be relieved in that way 


conclusive, by 


tement made in the report of the Commi 


oner of the General Land Office. The Secretary 

of the Int rior, In reviewing thal tem t,in his 
nual re port submitted to this Congress, say 

It will b en from this statement that the public lands 

hav ‘ ibstantially, tor the present at least, to be a 

enue to tbe Government 

Kor the pr nt, then, no revenue is to be de- 

rived from the public lands, const quently no im- 

mediate relief from that source. If any ata 1, it 

must be by keeping them asa source of future 


revenue. If that shall be the decision of Con- 


rress, then itis an abandonment of the homestead 
PoOLlcy, and the doctrine that the best possibk 
disposition to be made of these lands would be to 
rant them in limited quantities to the actual set- 
er, at the bare cost of survey and transfer, is 
false in principle, and in prof ssion—a cheat. 
The only other objection that I have heard is, 


that even though no present revenue 
rived from the public lands, the passage of a 
homestead bill at this time would injure the Gov- 
nt credit, ; 

Sir, who loans the Governmentat this time with 
any reference: 
of the 


tors of 


is to be de- 


ernime 


to the public lands? The capitalists 
country have! 


the don fs 


1t been so indifferent Specta- 
of Congress and the movements 
of political parties as not to regard the passag@of 
a homestead bill asa foregone conclusion. Inmy 
judgment, the retention of the lands by the Gov- 
ernment will in no way enhance its credit. The 
standard of credit with a nation is not the amount 
tive property thatit may possess, but 
the ability of its people to pay taxes. Its real wealth 
cons} not in the sums of money paid into its 
Treasury, but in its flocks, its herds, and culti- 


vated fields, and, ab 


of unproduec 


rve all, in the comfort of its 
laboring classes; notin the mass of its wealth, but 
in its diffusion. 

Believing that the best disposition to be made 
of these lands, at any time, in order to secure from 
them the greatest benefit to the Treasury, would 
be to set them apart in homesteads for actual set- 
tlers, it is,in my judgment, doubly so now, even 
for that purpose. 

Whatever changes this rebellion may produce 
the industrial pursuits of the country, it must 
certainly revolutionize its revenue policy; for it 


ini 


will be impossible to raise the necessary revenue 


‘ 


for its current expenses and provide for the na- 


Hence 


must come a resort to internal taxation; and the 
amount of taxes thus collected will depend, ina 


great degree, on the ability of the people to con- 
sume thie produ 


to consume t 


tional debt by duties on imports alone. 


‘tstaxed. The greater the ability 
1e greater the consumption, and thx 
greater the con: 


\ 
umption the greater, of course, 

production, and, consequently, the 
revenue collected on it. 

Neither direct or indirect taxes can be collected 
from the lands of the Government, except the 
price that should be paid on what may be sold. 
But by the present mode of disposing of the lands 


must be the 


‘ 


rreater the 


the ability of the occupant to consume foreign or 
domestic products is greatly lessened by the ab- 

rption of so large an amount of -his earnings 
in paying for the land which he desires for his 
home. 

The whole amount of land disposed of by the 
Government to September 30, 1859, was 388,808,- 
325 acres; since that ime, to September 30, 1561, 
17,349,535 acres—in all, to September 30, 1861, 
406,207,910 acres, 
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For the last five years, of the || 


whole amount disposed of, not quite one fifth was 
to preemptors. 

But assuming that as a fair average, and that 
the quantity taken by preémptors would be about 
the proportion taken directly from the Govern- 
ment by actual seulers—though alarge amount of 
lands pre émpted is taken by the speculator—and 
apply this proportion to the whole amount of lands 
disposed of, and there has been sold to the actual 
setilerabout8],251,382acres atGovernment price; 
while for the 324,956,528 acres he has had to pay 
from three to ten dollars per acre additional. Cal! 
the average of the lands purchased from the spec- 
ulator five dollars per acre, and the settler will 
have paid for all the lands disposed of by the Gov- 
ernment $1,726,345,865, besides the interest accru- 
ing during the time of his payments. 

While this large amount has been abstracted 
from the earnings of the cultivator, the Govern- 
ment has actually received a little less than one 
hundred and eighty-four millions of dollars, the 
balance of this enormous sum having been paid 
to the speculator, from which the Government 
has derived no benefit. And yet it is proposed to 
continue this system by which the sons of toil are 
compelled, for every dollar they pay into the 
Treasury of the nation, to pay almost nine dol- 
lars to the speculator. Would it not be a wiser 
statesmanship toadopta policy that would secure 
labor in all its earnings, with which to make its 
home comfortable, educate its children, and, by 
its increasing wealth, contribute more largely to 
the support of Government by consuming to a 
vreater extent the articles from which it derives 
itsrevenue, We complain of this system of legis- 
lation, by w hich idleness and extravagance flour- 
ish on the wail and woe of industry, as unjust in 
principle and suicidal in policy. F 

In my judgment, it is now more than ever the 
true policy for the Government to grant the pub- 
lic lands to actual settlers at the bure cost of sur- 
vey and transfer. Inthe imposition of direct taxes 
nothing will be collected from them unless dis- 
posed of by the Government; nor will anything 
be collected therefrom 4n the indirect taxes with- 
outa settler. With a settler on each quarter sec- 
tion, though nothing was paid for the land, the 
ability of the Government to collect revenue there- 
from is greatly enhanced over its present system, 
as I have already shown by the figures. 

In order to give the soldier now in the field an 
opportunity to avail himself of the advantages to 
be secured by the bill at as early aday asany one 
else, (though the lands will not be absorbed or 
materially lessened, should the homestead pass 
to-day, before this rebellion will be ended,) it 
might, perhaps, be wel] to fix a future day for the 
act to take effect. Whatever advantages can be 
secured to the men who are to-day fighting the 


battles of constitutional free government, consist- | 


ent with just legislation, should be cheerfully 
adopted. But I can see no reason for the aban- 
donment of a homestead policy or long delay in its 
enactment into law from any considerations con- 
nected with this rebellion. 

The bill now under consideration provides that 
any person who has served in quelling the rebel- 
lion, no matter what his age or nationality, shall 
be entitled to all its benefits; so that any one de- 
siring to settle on the public domain can take one 


hundred and sixty acres, under the provisions of | 


this bill, and the Government has already provided 
for each soldier a bounty of $100 at the close of 
his service. The advantage he would have over 
any other citizen is this donation in money. So 
that provision is made forall the soldiers who de- 
sire to make themselves a home on the public 
domain, and why should speculation and monop- 
oly of the lands be encouraged aud facilitated by 
a new issue of land warrants, to be sold, judging 
by the price of the last issue, for twenty-five or 
thirty cents per acre, thus conferring no real ben- 
efit upon the soldier, while inflicting an evil and 
curse upon the labor of the country? Whatever 
benefit the Government would confer upon the 
soldier, let it be made ina way to bea substantial 
advantage to him without being of lasting injury 
to any one else. 

W hatever disposition Congress may evince to 
reward the patriotic devotion of the soldier, re- 
lieve his sufferings and provide for his future while 
living, or to wreathe his grave when dead, will 
meet my hearty coGperation. They are the he- 


roes of the age, fighting the battles of mankind; || 


BE. 
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February 21. 
and a nation’s honors await them living, and 
when dead their tombs will be the hearts of th 


' 
i the] 


countrymen, their monuments the granite hills of 
a nation rejoicing in freedom. 

But there are soldiersof peace—that grand army 
of the sons of toil, whose lives, from the crad/p 
to the grave, are a constant warfare with the ele- 
ments, with the unrelenting obstacles of nature 
and the merciless barbarities of savage life. Their 
battle-fields are on the prairiesand the wilderness 
of your frontiers; their achievements, felling the 
forests, leveling the mountains, filling the valleys, 
and smoothing the pathway of science and ciyi|- 
ization in their march over the continent. While 
we provide with open hand for the soldier on the 
tented field, let us not heap unnecessary burdens 
upon these heroes of the garret, the workshop, 
and the wilderness home. They have borne 
your eagles in triumph from ocean to ocean, and 
spanned the continent with great empires of free 
States, built on the ruins of savage life. Such are 
the men whom the homestead policy would save 
from the grasp of speculation. By it you would 
secure to them all their earnings, with which to 
make their homes comfortable, build the school- 
house and church, and thus contribute to the great- 
ness and glory of the Republic. 

In conclusion—for I have trespassed upon the 
time of the House much longer than I intended— 
1 submit, in behalf of the Treasury of the nati: 
in behalf of its credit, in behalf of its sons of t 
that the best disposition that can be made of the 
public domain is to set it apart and consecrate it 
forever in homes for freemen relieved from th 
burdens of unjust legislation, and secure in all 
their earnings with which to develop the elements 
of a higher and better civilization. 


yn 
’ 
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DEATH IN THE PRESIDENT’S FAMILY. 
Mr. KNAPP. I desire to offer the following 
resolution: 

Entertaining the deepest sentiments of sympathy and 


4 
condolence with the President of the United States and his 


family in their present affliction, by the death of his son, 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 1 would suggest the propri- 
ety of amending that resolution ly adding another 
resolution rescinding so much of the action of 
this House and the Senate as provides for an 
illumination of the public buildings on to-mor- 
row night.® 

It seems to me a little incongruous that we 


| should go on with such a proceeding under the 


| carry out the programme so far as the reading of 


| no further. 


circumstances. It is well enough to meet and 


Washington’s Farewell Address is concerned, but 
I understand that the order of the 
War Department in reference to the exhibition of 
flags here is to be withdrawn. 

Mr. OLIN. Let that be done by separate res- 
olution. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Very well. I will, then, re- 
quest my colleague temporarily to withdraw his 
resolution to permit me to offer the one I have 
suggested. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. There is no ne- 


cessity of the resolution being withdrawn. This 


| can be passed by unanimous consent. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. Not after the House adjourns. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. No, but before 
the other resolution is acted on. 


Mr. FENTON. I understand the Senate have 


|| not acted on the joint resolution making an appro- 


| priation for this purpose. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 


But the Senate have passed 


| the resolution directing the illumination, and un- 


| floor upon my resolution. 


less we take some action to prevent it, it will take 
place. lrepeat, that it seems to me there is some- 
thing a little incongruous in the illumination under 
the circumstances. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will suggest that 
the resolution directing the illumination 1s a con- 
current resolution of the two Houses, which a 
simple resolution of this House cannot repeal. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. And I will fur- 
ther suggest, if the gentleman will permit me, that 
1 understand the Senate has already adjourned, so 
that it is too late for both Houses to act upon 4 
proposition to rescind. 

Mr. KNAPP. I believe I am entitled to the 


I was willing the pur- 


pose suggested by my colleague should be accom- 
plished if it could be done; but I will suggest that, 
as the Senate has already adjourned, and nothing 
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could be accomplished by the simple action of \) 
the House, my resolution be acted on, and to- |} 
morrow the House may pass the resolution my | 
colleague suggests, when the Senate will be in || 
session. ‘ | 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I would suggest || THE ILLUMINATION. 
to the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Knapp] that || The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
his objection—which I think is a good one—to | 
the motion of his colleague [Mr. Lovesoy] can be 
obviated by the passage of a simple resolution 
by this House, requesting the committee having 
charge of the proceedings to-morrow to omit so 
much of them as refers to the illumination of the 
yublic buildings. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I will state to my colleague 
that we may passa joint resolution rescinding the 
order for an illumination to-day, and to-morrow 
when tLe Senate meets it can concur in it. I cer- 
tainly think we ought not to adjourn without pass- 
ing such a resolution, 

Mr. KNAPP. I prefer that the resolution I | 
have offered should be acted upon simply by itself; 
and I musttherefore decline to yield for the amend- 
ment of my colleague. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. My proposition was, not 
to amend the gentleman’s resolution, but that he 
should withdraw it temporarily to allow me to 
offer the one I suggested. 

Mr. KNAPP. 1 prefer not to yield. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I now ask the 
gentleman from Illinois to yield to me for the pur- 
pose of moving as the sense of this House, that 
the committee having charge of the exercises of 
to-morrow, be requested to omit so much of them 
as refers to an illumination, 

Mr. KNAPP. I will yield to the gentleman for | 
that purpose. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will suggest that 
there is no committee having charge of the pro- 
ceedings of to-morrow. 1] 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Who then is to He also presented a petition from citizens of 
make preparation for the illumination? | Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, praying for the 

The SPEAKER. The Commissioner of Public total abolition of slaverythroughout the country. 
Buildings. | Mr. POMEROY presented the memorial of 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I propose then || Mrs. Harriet B. Macomb, widow of Major Gen- 
to offer the following additional resolution: | eral Alexander Macomb, praying for arrears of 

Resolved further, That in view of this afflicting event. the || PEMS!0M5 which was referred to the Committee on 
Commissioner of Public Buildings be requested to omit the || Pensions. : oe 
illumination of the public buildings to-morrow night. | Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of citi- 

| 


Mr. LOVEJOY. There is the same objection | ae * wee oe - vas ell Gc a — 
to that which has been made to my proposition, || TCUCINS We Salaries and pay of al worernment | 
: lene 7 Proj | officers; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

A simple resolution of this House cannot repeal | . : 
a joint resolution. || REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. This will indi- Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, from the 
cate the wish of the House, and the Senate will || Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia, to 
no doubt to-morrow adopta similar resolution on |} whom was referred the bill (S. No. 188) to in- 
its part. crease the efficiency of the medical department of 

The resolution proposed by Mr. Roscor Conx- || the Army, reported it without amendment. 

LING was adopted. He also, from the same committee, to whom 

The question recurred on the resolution offered || was referred the joint resolution (H.R. No. 37) 
by Mr. Kwapp. in relation to certain railroads in the State of Mis- | 

Mr. HOLMAN. I yielded the floor for the || souri, reported it without amendment. 
introduction of this resolution, and I now desire Mr. WILSON, of Missouri. Will it be in order 
merely to ask whether the business in which the || now to ask the Senate to take up the joint resolu- 
House was engaged will come up again when the || tion just reported by the chairman of the Military 
House next regularly meets, and whether I shall |} Committee? 
be entitled to the floor? || The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be in order 

The SPEAKER, It will come up as unfin- || to move to postpone all prior orders. 
ished business on Monday, and the gentleman || 
will be entitled to the floor. . | tion. 

Mr. SHANKS. Iask the gentleman from Illi- || Mr. GRIMES. If it will give rise to debate, 1 
nois to permit me to offer the following resolu- || object, as it is not the purpose of the Senate to 
tion: | take up measures of that kind to-day. Nobody 
anticipated that any business would be done. 

Mr. HENDERSON. If it is ‘likely, sir, that | 
| there will be any debate on the resolution, we do 


IN SENATE, 
Saturpay, February 22, 1862. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpeRLanp. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read andapproved. 


ate ens communication: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

The President ot the United States was last evening 
plunged into affliction by the death of a beloved child. The 
heads of the Departments, in consideration of this distress 
ing event, have thought it would be agreeable to Congress | 
and to the American people that the official and private | 
buildings occupied by them should not be illuminated in 
the evening of the 22d instant. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

8. P. CHASE. 

E. M. STANTON. 

GIDEON WELLES. 
EDWARD BATES. | 
M. BLAIR. 1] 

Wasnineton, February 21, 1862. 

Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution; |! 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Senate, entertaining the deepest sen 
timents of condolence with the Presidentin his present 
affliction, in the death of his son, and in view of this afflict- 
ing event, the Commissioner of the Public Buildings be 
directed to omit the illumination of the public buildings 
to-night. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition from citi- 
zensof Westerly, Rhode Island, praying foreman- 
cipation of slaves under the war power, with com- | 
pensation to loyal masters; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of mothers, wives, 
and daughters of Pennsylvania volunteers, pray- 
ing Congress to proclaim liberty throughout the 
land as a military necessity; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 





Whereas the following order was issued from the War 
Departinent by order of the President: 


War DeraRTMENT, 
Wasuincoton, D. C., Februcry 18, 1862. 
Ordered, By the President, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army and Navy, that on the 22d day of February, in the 
Hall of the House of Representatives, immediately after the 
Farewell Address of George Washington shall have been 
read, the rebel flags lately captured by the United States i 
forces shall be presented to Congress by the Adjutant Gen- 
eral, to be disposed of as Congress may direct. 
By order of the President: 
EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War. 
Resolved, That it isthe desire of this House that Hon. E. 
M. Stanton, Secretary of War, do present those flags; and || 
thatthe Speaker be directed to ask the Secretary to comply 
with this request. : 


Mr.WASHBURNE. That isalready arranged, 
I presume, at the War Department, and we had 
better not interfere. 

The resolution of Mr. KNAPP was agreed to; 
and the House thereupon adjourned, 


draw the motion. We will let it go over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator is un- 
derstood to withdraw his motion. 
Mr. HENDERSON. Yes, sir. 
RECESS. 
Mr. GRIMES. I move that the Senate take a 
| recess for half an hour. 
The motion was agreed to. 
RESOLUTIONS FROM LEGISLATURES. 
Mr. McDOUGALL presented resolutions of 
the Legislature of California, in favor of the con- 
tinuance of the overland mail and pony express; 
which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. SHERMAN presented a resolution of the 
| Legislature of Ohio, relative to the protection of | 


Mr. WILSON, of Missouri. I make that mo- || 


not desire to press it this morning, and will with- || 
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our soldiers from the imposition of sutlers in the 
Army; which was referred to the Committee on 


Military Affairs and the Militia, and ordered to b 
printed. 


He also presented a resolution of the Legisla- 


ture of Ohio, requesting Congress to pass such 
laws as will prevent fraud and corruption by the 


t 


agents and officers of the Government; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia, and ordered to be printed, 


He also presented a resolution of the Legisla 


ture of Ohio relative to the establishment of a 
branch clothing bureau, &e.; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 


Militia, and ordered to be printed. 


He also presented a resolution of the Legistla- 


ture of Ohio relative to the opening of the Balti- 


more and Ohio railroad; which was referred to the 


Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia, 
| and ordered to be printed. 


ISSUE OF UNITED STATES NOTES. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 


by Mr. Eruerines, its Clerk, announced that the 


House had agreed to certain amendments of the 


Senate to the bill of the House (No. 240) to au- 
thorize the issue of United States notes, and for 
the redemption or funding thereof, and for fund- 
ing the floating debt of the Unitgd States, insisted 
on by the Senate, and insisted upon its amend- 


ments to other amendments of the Senate to the 


said bill, disagreed to by the Senate, and had 
agreed to the conference asked by the Senate upon 


the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, 
and has appointed Mr. Tuappeus Stevens, of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. V. B. Horton, of Ohio, and 
Mr. Cuartes B. Sepewick,of New York, man- 


| agers at the same on its part. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED.’ 

The message furtherannounced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the enrolled bill (S. No. 
37) for the collection of war statistics; which 
thereupon received the signature of the Vice Pres- 
ident. 

BILL BECOME LAW. 

The message further announced that the Presi- 
dent of the United States had approved and signed, 
on the 19th instant, an act (H.R. No. 109) to 
prohibit the cooly trade by American citizens in 
American vessels. 

WASUINGTON 8S BIRTHDAY. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 


| by Mr. Erneriwee, its Clerk, announced that the 


House is now ready to receive the Senate, in order 
that the Farewell Address of George Washington 
to the people of the United States be read in the 
presence of the two Houses of Congress, assem- 
bled in pursuance of their joint resolution of the 
14th instant. 

The Senate thereupon proceeded to the House 
of Representatives in accordance with the pub- 
lished order of proceedings. 


The Vice President of the United States and the 


Secretary of the Senate, preceded by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms. 
Senators. 
The President and Heads of the several Depart- 
ments. 


\| The Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the 


Supreme Court of the United States, 
Representatives from Foreign Governments, neer 
this Government. 

Invited officers of the Army and Navy. 
Distinguished citizens, and other invited guests. 

After an absence of an hour and a half the 
Senate returned to its Chamber, and on motion 
of Mr. SUMNER proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business. After some time spent 
therein, the doors were reopened, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Saturpay, February 22, 1862. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 
Mr. BLAIR,ot Missouri. Mr. Speaker,agreat 
many ladies are in the lobbies outside of the Hall, 
unable to ectseats inthe ir lleric 8. There is space 
in the cloak rooms to accommodate a grreat many 
of them, and I therefore move, in order that they 
may witness the ceremonies which are to take 
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ae, 


to-day, that they be permitted to occupy 


| I LKI It was left to the Presiding 
() ite d House of Representa- 
determine the order of ceremonies, and it 
] 1ioOW Much room will be re quired 
u hie rrivalof the procession from the Senate. 
Ir. HORTON | object. [Cries from the 
j , *§ S: ’ ** Speech !?’] 
} PEAKI The galleries mu preserve 
ora { y ¥ cleared. 
Mr. FENTON. I move th the House take 
i unul fifteen minutes to one o’clock, p.m. 
|< of ** Object!” **Object!’’] 
Vir. FENTON. 1 offer the following resolu- 
ll 
Mr. COX I call for the regular order of busi- 
nh | Laughter. ] 
I'he Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 
Ordered, That the Clerk inform the Senate that the House 
orn ntatives is now ready to receive that body, in 
ord itthe Farewell Address of George Washington to the 
| ple of the United States may be read in the presence of 
the two Houses of Congress assembled, pursuant to the con 
current resolution of the Senate and House of Representa 
tit 
The resolution was agreed to. 
Mr. FENTON. falso move that we take a 
rec until fifteen minutes before one o’clock, p. 


m., and that this notice be sent to the Senate at 


that time, 
PRESENTATION OF REBEL FLAGS. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. Speaker, by joint 
resolution of the two Houses, I suppose we have 
prescribed the proceedings of thisday. I see, in 
on made on the subject, that there has 
been added the presentation of flags. I do not 


think that such flags should be presented on this 
( mn | move, therefure, that that part of the 
pi dings be omitted. 
The House was divided on the motion; and 
the re re—ayes fifty-three, noes not counted. 
‘T OV EJOY. I demand the yeas and nays. 
‘I ween ordered by the War De partment; 


; y ¢ +} — 
ding to the gen 


tleman, we have noright 


to anything done by military men. The 
War Department has ordered the presentation of 
th) e lugs, 
r. DAWES. I would like to know how these 
fla ire Lo be presented to us, if we will not re- 
ve them. Ido not want to magnify those rebel 
flares in this w iy, an il hope that Congress will 
respectfully decline to receive them in this public 
manheci 
Mr. CAMPBELL. These are the trophies 
which have been won by our brave officers and 


diersupon hotly contested battle-fields. I would 
he deeds of our officers and soldiers, and 


not the flags. ‘Those flags represent the blood and 


traggle of those brave men, and I hope, in that 
view, they wall » received, and treated with re- 
} { Be area | 

My RIT (ENDEN. Has not the question 
bee! “ie Ti 

The SPE AKEI R. It has not. 

Mr. LOV EJOY. 1 have demanded the yeas 
a d nays. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 
man from Illinois yield to me? 
Mr. LOVEJOY... Certainly. 
Vir. ROSCOL ¢ ONKL ING. I submit to the 
House that these flags are hottrop yhies to be treated 
with re ns c TT, with conside ration by the Govern- 
ment of the United States. I submit that they are 
the badges, the salotnn. eaiih d by armed owe 


Will the gentle- 


men re 


this country—m n who aree ntitle d tono flag, 


posst 


who 
ss no flag—men whom we ought not torec : 
ognize as partics to be treated with or considered 
here at all. 

Now, sir, if there was a riot in this city, a riot 
of formidable dimensions, and the municipal au- 
thorities had at last succeeded in que lling it, and 
the propos hould be made that the municipal 
should assemble *yand thatthere should be 
presentation of the banners and trans- 
parencies, or the badges which had been carried 
through the streets by the rioters, would anybody 
that such a proposition was in harmony 
with self-respect or public decency; and if 
not, why should we accept the presentation of a 
flag—nota piece of bunting simply, but a flag 
which means more than that, coming from a peo- 
ple who have no flag and who have no existence, 


sition 
council 


a public 


suppose 


einer 


{-handed with the murder of the citizens of 


2 THE 


| ce 


| ceeds with his remarks, 


:+; but who are simp ay rebe ae! 
Now, sir, | hope there will bi » hesitation in 
dispe nsing with a l presi ntation of 
rebel flags, for that no part of the resolution 
which we have adopted. 
Ir. LOVEJOY. 1 desire to say a 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 


these 


word. 
Let me finish 


my remarks. I wi: to make only a single re- 
mark in addition, which I am sure the g@ntleman 
Wiii ie 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 
with pieasure 


Mr. ROSCOE 


I will yield to the gentleman 


CONKLING. 


1 will go as far 
oe ntleman 


is any in this House, or without it, in 
my respect and admiration, and in attesting them 


men who have left their homes to sustain 
tant battle-fields the existence of their 
Government: but I would like to do it consistent 
with self-respect and publi » proprie ty. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. I think the gentleman from 
New York misunderstood my remarks. | intended 
to say distinctly that our soldiers who sent these 
trophies from distant battle-fields were to be treated 
with respect by giving those trophies a proper re- 
‘tion; not, howeve r, that does trophies them- 
ves were entitled to any respect anywhere. 
That is the point that I made; and I hope I am 
now understood. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. The! 


iw of the land requires, 
as I understand it, that all flags taken in battle 
shall be presented by the officers of the Govern- 


ior the 
upon di 


I 
| 


ment,and placed at the disposal of Congress. The 
question now is, whether we will execute that 


vy or not. I do not think we respect the rebels 
by the action which is proposed. To suppose 
that by rece iving the se rebel flags we pay re spec t 
to the rebels themselves is the most preposterous 
idea that could enter the human brain. I am will- 
ing to receive, as a member of Congress or an in- 
dividual, every flag taken in bs ittle—the more the 
better. They are “the evidences of the power of 
this Government to suppress this southern rebel- 
lion. I now’withdraw my call for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. EDWARDS. This proposition is not a 
very grave one upon its face, but it may be in the 
considerations which surround it. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 


° 
the gentleman pro- 
{ want the Clerk to read 
the a on the subject of captured flags. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


Re fc re 


That the Secretaries of the 
ments be, and they are hereby, 
lected and transmitted to them, atthe seat of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, all such flags, standards, and 
colors as shall have been or may hereafter be taken by the 
Army and Navy of the United States from their enemies. 

That all the flags, standards, and colors of the de- 


War and Navy Depart- 
directed to cause to be col- 


| scription aforesaid, which are now in the possession of the 


Departments aforesaid, and such as may be hereafter trans- 
mitted to them, be, with all convenient dispatch, delivered 
to the President of the United States, for the purpose of 
being, under his direction, preserved and displayed in such 
public place as he shall deem proper.”? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN 
law? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. The 18th of April, 1814. 

Mr. EDWARDS. The House has decided this 
presentation should take place. [Cries of ** No!”’ 


| 66 No!’’)} 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. It is no part of 


| the resolution of either House. 


Mr. EDWARDS. Ifthatisso, then it has been 
assumed by the authorities that it is proper that 
the presentation should take place on this occasion 
under the law. It seems that some members of the 
House differ in opinion from those authorities, and 
it is now to be de ‘termined what is the will of the 
House in the matter. As an individual, I am in 
favor of carrying out the original programme, and 
for the reception of these flags taken from armed 
rebels by our brave officers and soldiers. Iam in 
favor of it because I think they should be pre- 
served as is required by the law of the land which 
we have just heard read ; or if not strictly within 
the law, yetas clearly within its spirit and object. 

The gentleman from New Y ork inquired whether 
if a riot should take place in this city, the banner 


under which the rioters should act should be hon- || in the affirmative—yeas 69, nays 62; 


ored and received. 

Mr. POTTER. I rise to a question of order. 
It is not in order for the gentleman to turn his back 
upon the Chair in speaking. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order. [Laughter. 


Mr. EDWARDS. I think it would be less in 


What is the date of that | 
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| of admiration, I would now 


Febri ruary 22, 





——~__ 


adie yr to turn my back on the : adie sin the iit 
[Renewed laughter. ] 

Now, sir, 1 say, if any gentleman wishes to 
draw any ans alogy between a riot in this city and 
half a nation in arms, he argues from premises 
which have but little influe nee with me, 

Sir, we have witnessed within the last three 
weeks the most desperate exhibition of ¢ ourage 
and military skill that has ever bee n manifested 
in any part of the world. To our N Vavy on the 
coast and to the gallant soldiers of the West we 
are indebted for that which has changed the gloom 
and desponde ncy which rested over this Housea 
fortnight since into cheerfulness and rejoicing, 
Those flags have been wrested from an ene my by 
our gallant sailors and soldiers; and as a tribute 
{disturbance jn 





| the galleries. ] 


| who interrupt the speaker on the floor. 


| lant service 


The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say to 
the galleries that this is a deliberative body , and 
that under the rules of the House, it is his dut y 
to preserve order. He is sure that on this d: ay, 
it will only be necessary to make an appeal to 
gentlemen in the galleries to preserve that order 
which is becoming the place and the occasion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I think the galleries s havi 
behaved better than we have. [Lauchte Yr 

Mr. EDWARDS. Ladmit, Mr. Speaker, 
they have behaved better than some gentlemen 
{[Laugh- 
ter.] I say, then, sir, as a recognition of the gal- 
s of those soldiers, 1 would accept th: 


| trophies they have wrested from the hands of the 


down to ‘‘ the deep damnation of all future tim: 


enemy. 
I would do it for another reason: I would hand 


every memento of this rebellion, and every flag 


| that has been wrested and every flag that can be 
| wrested from those in arms against - the Govern- 


ment I would have treasured up as if they we 
sacred relics, in some depository in this C ly 


| so that all who shall come hereafter may kn 


lion the 


that we were able to suppress the greatest tebel- 
world has ever known. 
I hope, sir, this ceremony will be permitted to 


| proceed, and thatthese flags will be preserved for 


| tion on the 


| erence to these flags. 


the double object I have mentioned. 

Mr. WASHBURNE demanded the 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved to lay the resolu- 
table; but subsequently withdrew it 

Mr. SEDGWICK demanded the yeasand nays 
upon the passage of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Will it be in order to inquire 
of the Speaker, as one of the committee of arrange- 
ments, whether an arrangement has been made 
upon the part of the Secretary of War for the 
presentation? (Cries of ‘* Call the roll!’ ‘* Call 
the roll!’ ] 

Mr. COX. 


previous 


I wish to make an inquiry in ref- 
It is this: is it a part of the 
exercises as fixed by the House, that these flags 
shall be received? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would say, with 
the permission of the House, that so far as the 
Vice President and the Speaker are concerné d, 
they have had nothing to do with this wae 
that the Secretaries of “War and of the N: avy 
ranged this upon their own motion. 

Mr. COX. Has not the House passe dan order 


to adjourn as soon as the address is read. [‘* Ob- 


| ject!”’ ** Object !’’] 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will call the roll. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. Before the roll is called, | 
ask to be excused from voting upon that reso! lu- 


|| tion; and upon that I ask the - yeag and nays. 


| Covode, 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would state ine 
after the main question is ordered to be put, § 
motion to be excused from voting is not in order 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Is it in order to move that 
there be a call of the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

The question was then put; and it was decid led 
as follows 
_* EAS—Messrs. Alley, Beaman, Jacob B. Blair, Samut 1 
. Blair, George H. Browne, Buffinton, Burnham, Clem 


ents, Frederick A. Conkling, Roseoe Conkling, Corning, 
Cox, Cravens, Crittenden, Cutler, Dawe s, Dela 


plaine, Diven, Dunlap, Edgerton, English, Harding, u ri 
son, Hooper, Horton, Hutchins, Johnsen, Julian, William 
Kellogg, Lansing, Law, 
Maynard, Menzies, 


Lehman, McKnight, Mallory, 
Mitchell, Justin S. Morrill, Nixon, 
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